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"For the law of the Spirit of life has set 
you free in Christ Jesus from the law of 

sin and death." - Romans 8:2  
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Dear Church Family, 

 I've been thinking about. . .Habakkuk.  You may be scratching your head a little; hopefully, this will be better 
understood in a few minutes.   

 I wrote this article for the July 2019 newsletter after I had been studying the book of Habakkuk for  
Wednesday night Bible Study.  Habakkuk's words resonated with me as I connected some of the recent events in our  
state--the land of Lincoln.  Let me explain. 
 Habakkuk was struck with some questions that simply wouldn't go away.  You know, those stubborn  
questions about what's going on that doesn't make sense.  In his time, he questioned God why it seemed that the 
wicked practices of Judah were seemly ignored by God.  Why doesn't the holy and righteous God not judge the  
wickedness of people?  It appeared to Habakkuk that God was either unconcerned or not paying attention--how could 
this sin go on without God doing something.  Well, God answered this question by pointing out that He had not  
ignored Judah's sin; as a matter of fact, God was raising up the Babylonians to invade Judah in punishment for her 
sins.  This raised another question.  How could God use a nation more evil than Judah to be the instrument to judge 
Judah?  This, too, was beyond the bewildered prophet's ability to understand.  God again answered the confused 
prophet.  Babylon was to be judged for her wickedness and her sins were not escaping God's notice.  In the words of 
the famous pastor R. G. Lee of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, "There's A Pay Day Someday."   
 This is what caught my attention.  As Habakkuk was mystify at the (apparently) unchecked rebellion of  
ancient Judah, so I am with the progress of wickedness in the land of Lincoln.  The slide of Illinois away from  
godliness suggests that, perhaps, we've escaped God's sight.   Along with the lottery taking money from paychecks 
and food out of children's mouths, video gaming seems to be everywhere.  The push for marijuana to be legal--even 
for recreational use--is like a tsunami; there's no stopping it.  The detrimental effect of marijuana use is clearly seen 
in Colorado's statistics.  And the crowning achievement (yes, this is sarcasm)  is the recent abortion bill signed by our 
governor that is the most progressive abortion law; even more so than that of New York.  How can God not find the 
wickedness and arrogance of Illinois not deserving immediate judgment? 
 Habakkuk reminds me:  delayed justice is not justice ignored.  God will judge--He must!  This blatant sin is a 
violation of the Lord holy character.  Judge He will.  But this is not the only lesson that Habakkuk and I have learned.  
In Chapter 3 of his prophecy, the perplex prophet understands who God is and the He can always be trusted.  Few 
biblical passages are more beautiful than the closing verses of Habakkuk. 

 
 17  Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail  and the     
                  fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls,  
 18  yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.  
 19  GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places.    
             (Habakkuk 3:17-19)  
 

 God's not done yet.  He can be trusted.  The evil and wickedness all around us doesn't escape His notice. Our 
hope, dear brother; our hope precious sister--is in the Lord and His faithfulness demonstrated in the Lord  
Jesus Christ.   

 

          Grace, mercy and peace, 

         Andy 



Associate Pastor, 

Jon Bell 
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You Will Be My Witnesses 

 

“You will be my witnesses,” (Acts 1:8) This is what Jesus told His disciples, and  

this has also been passed along to us.  

 

I want to thank everyone who has participated in our recent evangelism training 
through snacks, childcare, a preparation to go, or a preparation to pray for those 
who are going. But that was the training, and now we will be going. If the number  

of participants remains consistent, it is possible that we will visit over 1,000  

households this summer. We will go out in groups of two or three, wearing our 
church’s light blue shirts or just a light blue shirt for those who don’t have one with 
the church’s logo. Our goal for each group is to visit 9-12 homes each Sunday, 
which will be listed on a provided sheet. 

 

Our key purpose is to pray and give some church information along with a 
free Jesus Film DVD, while sharing the gospel as opportunities arise. We will not  

be soliciting, and we will according to city officials not be in violation of the cities  

latest no-soliciting ordinance. What we will be doing, is being obedient to our Lord. 

 

We will continue to need those who have committed to pray, to provide childcare, 
and to go. It is also not too late for anyone who still desires to participate in this  

program, to participate. Simply show up on Sunday evenings at 6:00 PM and say 
that you would like to pray or go, and we will find a place for you. We will go out 
every Sunday except for July 14th until Awana resumes.  
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Your Librarian 
Sharon Dennis  

If you are  
going to do 
something 
well, be sure 
its  
something 
that needs to 
be done. 
Find out by 
asking if 
what I am 
doing will 
bring glory 
to God. 

Fans of Randy Alcorn will applaud this soul-stirring story of two 
college friends who reconnect after twenty years. One is living 
life apart from God in comfortable corporate America while the 
other is living for Christ under intense persecution in China. This  
stunning page-turner will convict the hearts of readers to live in 
the light of eternity. Royalties from sales of this book will be  
donated to support the persecuted Church.   

   
Something is rotten in the peaceful town of  
Bumblyburg! The Bad Apple has dropped onto the scene 
and is trying to take control of the town by making all of 
its citizens give into their temptations.  

VBS 2019 
Salem First Baptist Church  

July 14th—18th From 6 - 8:30PM  
Ages 3(Potty—Trained ) through just  

Completed 6th grade  
 

Register at: 
www.salemfbc.org  
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If We Could See Beyond Today  

If we could see beyond today  
As God can see, 

If all the clouds should roll away,  
The Shadows flee;  

O’er present grief's we would not fret, 
Each sorrow we would soon forget . 

For many joys are waiting yet  
For you and me. 

 
If we could know beyond today  

As God doth know,  
Why dearest treasures pass away,  

And tears must flow; 
And why the darkness leads to light,  

Why dreary days will soon grow bright , 
Some day life’s wrong will be made right  

Faith tells us so. 
 

If we could see, if we could know 
We often say, 

But God in love a veil doth throw  
Across our way. 

We cannot see the lies before,  
And so we cling to Him for more, 

He leads us till this life is o’re,  
Trust and obey. 

 
Norman J. Clayton  

If you are a new member of Salem First Baptist 
Church or if you are an attendee who would like 

 to know more about our church, this is your  
opportunity to learn more.  A New Members  

Class/ Informational Class is scheduled to meet 
on Saturdays July 13 and July 20 from 9-10:30 

AM. If you are interested, please call the 
church office to register.  The class if free; 

however, we need to know that you are coming 
to have materials prepared for you.   

An information meeting will be held on Monday, July 22, at 
6:30PM concerning an opportunity to establish American  
Heritage Girls in Salem Illinois.  The meeting place is at  
Salem First Baptist Church's Fellowship Hall.. All who are 
interested or curious are encouraged to attend. 
 
American Heritage Girls was "born in 1995 out of a desire to 
provide a Christ-filled environment for girls to develop into godly 
women.  AHG equips girls with a space specifically for them, 
with their physical, mental, social, spiritual and emotional needs 
in mind. AHG's all-girl environment and balanced Program  
provides girls with the opportunity to learn who they are and 
whose they are in Christ. Girls can enjoy new experiences,  
develop their skills and talents, and grow in their faith in a safe 
environment." 
 
American Heritage Girls is for girls 5 to 18 years of age  
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WELCOME 

TO 

OUR CHURCH 

REMEMBER TO 
PRAY FOR 

DATE GREETER ON CALL SECURITY 

July 07 Roy Rodgers  Gary Watson  Tyler Lux 

July 14 Jon Wieldt  Myron Lloyd  Ronnie Donoho  

July 21 Greg Strother  Ken Smith  Dale Helpingstine  

August 04 Ronnie Donoho  Myron Lloyd  Ken Smith  

July 28 Gary Watson   Larry Blankenship  Jon Wieldt  

DATE BUTTERFLIES LADY BUGS 

July 07 J. Watson  S. Dennis / D. Bundy 

 July 14 P & G Hampton  A. Hardcastle  

July 21 L. Bell / E. Dice T. Huffine / E. DeWitt 

July 28 Susan Murfin  U. Smith / S. Peradotti 

August 04 J. Watson  S. Dennis / D. Bundy 

DATE TEACHER LESSON  

July 07 Kay & Roy Rodgers  Story Of The Silent Lion 

July14 NO CHILDREN’S CHURCH  NO CHILDREN’S CHURCH  

July 21  Deanna Buerster Story Of The Man Eating Fish  

July 28 Deanna Buerster Story Of The Once Dead Man  

August 04          Kay & Roy Rodgers  Story Of The Vanishing Sea 

DATE VOLUNTEER PIANIST 

July 14 Ken Smith  Judy Bundy 

 July 21  Karen Watson  Neva Isett 

July 28 Mark Tabor  Kathy King 

 August 04 Dallas Bundy  Lynette Wiedle  

July 07 Youth Dept. Lynette Wiedle  

MANOR AT SALEM WOODS—441 HOTZE RD, SALEM:  
Faye Wood #103 & Barbara Phillips 
 
Twin Wllows—1600 N Broadway:   
Donna Shoemaker 
 
Odin Care Center 300 Green St.:    
Earline Kohrig 
 
Doctors Nursing Home 1201 Hawthorn Rd:  
Sadie Word Room 302 Bed #1  
 

KAEDAN’S HELPERS  
July 07 Karen Watson  

July 14 Vernon Wiedle  

 July 21 Janet Smith  

 July 28 Tyler Lux  

August 04 Karen Watson  

   North Entry      East Entry     South Entry  Welcome Center    Head Greeter  

Tyler Lux  Deric Rice  &  
Carol Creed  

 

Sharon Dennis  Carrie Braden  Carrie Braden  
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Happy summer to our church family!  Hoping the water and mud around some of 
our houses recede soon.  We must remember it rains on the just (and the unjust).  
 
      As Jesus gave the money-changers exiting words at the temple he said, "My 
house will be a house of prayer" Luke 19:46 
 
      As Pastor Lowell Snow was contemplating that the majority of his church didn't 
have an adequate prayer life, he had to find a way to help them.  He said, "the light 
began to come on when the Heavenly Father finally got a simple truth to me.  ' 
God's people want to pray!' "  It was a confusing revelation because his church 
folks struggled when asked to pray out loud.  Reason for lack of participation: afraid 
to speak in public, and hate being boring with "prayer words". 
  
    " It wasn't a matter of making them pray or praying for them, it was all   
     about letting them pray."  Is this true at our church too, " God's people want to   
     pray"? 
 
      A refreshing thought - devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.    
     Col 4:2 
 
               Praying with you, 
                         Greg 

Greg Strother, Deacon Chairman  
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 Southern Baptist Convention News 2019 
 

 Ronnie Floyd, president and CEO of the SBC Executive Committee, told messengers after their votes, "I believe this is a very 
significant moment in the history of the Southern Baptist Convention. And I believe that every one of us needs to thank God for this  
moment." Messengers cast their votes -- raising booklets that contained their printed ballots -- for amendments to the SBC  
constitution to specifically state that sexual abuse and discrimination based on ethnicity are grounds for a church to be deemed as 
"not in friendly cooperation" with the convention. Messengers likewise voted to amend the SBC's bylaws to repurpose the SBC's  
Credentials Committee into a standing committee to make inquiries and recommendations for action regarding instances of sexual 
abuse, racism or other issues that call a church's relationship with the SBC into question." May this world know that the Southern 
Baptist Convention stands against all forms of sexual abuse," Floyd said. "May this world know that this convention of  
churches -- 47,000 churches, plus a few thousand congregations, just under 52,000 churches and congregations -- has given a 
clear signal not only about what we believe about sexual abuse, but we also stand against all ethnic discrimination in the United 
States and around the world." Repurposing the Credentials Committee, which formerly dealt with the messenger registration  
process, "is an incredible move for the future of this convention," Floyd said. "While we may not understand it all and how it's all 
going to work, we have done our very best to present to you a process." The constitutional amendments will require a second  
two-thirds messenger vote at next year's SBC annual meeting in Orlando, Fla. The repurposing of the Credentials Commission 
required only a two-thirds vote this year as an amendment to the convention's bylaws. The Credentials Committee will consist of 
nine members: the chairman of the Executive Committee; the SBC registration secretary; three members nominated by the 
 Executive Committee; and four members nominated by the SBC Committee on Nominations. The changes to the bylaws included 
the creation of a Registration Committee to handle the duties of the former Credentials Committee. Floyd acknowledged to  
messengers that the bylaws can be changed as may be needed for optimal functioning of the Credentials Committee." If it's not  
working the right way in our minds, we can always change it," he said. "But thank God we have today, once again, sent a clear 
signal, a concrete statement, that it's not only about what we say, but it's about what we do" in calling Southern Baptist churches to 
be "faithful to the things of God and to the ways we treat one another." And to God be the glory for what He has done this day," 
Floyd said. 
 Recommendations for the constitutional amendments and repurposed Credentials Committee were placed before messengers by 
the Executive Committee, which approved the proposals during their June 10 session preceding the annual meeting. Messenger 
deliberation over the constitutional amendment on sexual abuse spanned nearly 20 minutes; there was no discussion of the  
racism amendment or the Credentials Committee .An amendment to the sex abuse wording was proposed by Ryan Hutchinson, a 
messenger from Open Door Baptist Church in Raleigh, N.C., who proposed replacing "Does not act in a manner inconsistent with 
the Convention's beliefs regarding sexual abuse" with "Does not condone or dismiss or leave unaddressed sexual abuse within 
their church." Hutchison voiced concern for greater clarity for the constitutional amendment, stating that the only official statement 
of the convention's beliefs regarding abuse is a brief mention in Article 15 of the SBC's Baptist Faith and Message 2000 statement 
of beliefs. EC chairman Mike Stone spoke in opposition to the amendment, citing the many hours the Executive Committee had 
spent on crafting the wording. The proposed amendment did not "afford the proposed clarity" the messenger sought, Stone, a 
Georgia pastor, said. In addition to the Baptist Faith and Message, he said the convention's beliefs on sexual abuse also are 
lodged in the Word of God, which the convention believes is "inspired, inerrant, authoritative and completely sufficient." Hutchison'-
son's amendment failed to draw a majority of messengers' raised ballots. 
 
Other business 

Messengers approved: 

-- an addition to the Southern Baptist Convention Organization Manual regarding trustee training, stating, "Entity administrators 
should reinforce with their trustees the principle that entity trustees are to represent the interests of the entire Convention as well 
as those of the entity." The action stemmed from a messenger's motion at the 2018 SBC annual meeting in Dallas 

.-- approved a 2019-2020 Cooperative Program Allocation Budget of $196,500,000, up from the SBC's current $194,000,000 
budget. The budget maintains current allocations to the convention's ministries, including 50.41 percent of receipts to the IMB and 
22.79 percent to NAMB. The convention's six seminaries and the Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives will receive 
22.16 percent; the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, 1.65 percent; and the SBC Operating Budget, encompassing the work 
of the Executive Committee and SBC annual meeting costs, 2.99 percent. 

-- approved a 2019-2020 Executive Committee and SBC Operating Budget of $5,874,350. 

-- approved resolutions of appreciation for two SBC entity presidents, Chuck Kelley of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
who retires July 31, and Thom Rainer of LifeWay Christian Resources, who retired on Feb. 28. 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 1 
 
 
 
6:00AM Morning 
Prayer  
 

2 

 

 

3 

5:00PM VBS 
Meeting  
6:00PM Bible 
Study  
7:00PM  Evening 
Prayer Meeting 

4 
 

 
 
 

Office Closed  
 
 
 
Independence Day  

5 6 

7 
  
 
4:00PM Church 
Council  
6:00PM Outreach 
Training  

8 

 

 

9 

 

10 

6:00PM  Bible 
Study  
7:00PM  Evening 
Prayer Meeting 
7:00PM Deacon 
Meeting  

11 

 

 
 

12 13 

9am-10:30am  
New Members 
class  

14 
 
6:00PM—8:30 PM 

VBS  
 
No Children's 
Church 
 
No Outreach  

15 
 
6:00PM—8:30 PM 

VBS  

16 
 
6:00PM—8:30 PM 

VBS  

17 
 
6:00PM—8:30 PM 

VBS  
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
6:00PM—8:30 PM 

VBS  

19 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

9am-10:30am  
New Members 
class  

 

 

 

21 

 

6:00PM Outreach 
Training  

 

 

22 

 

6:30 American 
Heritage Girls 
Information  
Meeting  

23 24 
 
2:00PM Manor at 
the Woods 
6:00PM  Bible 
Study  
7:00PM  Evening 
Prayer Meeting 

25 

 
 
6:00PM Throw back  
Thursday Car Show  

26 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

28 

 
6:00PM Outreach 
Training  

29 

 

 

 

 

30 31 

6:00PM  Bible 
Study 7:00PM  
Evening Prayer 
Meeting 

   

Linda Pullium  
Mark Peradotti  
Jaysen Alston  
Norman Hawkins  
Paulette Murphy  
Fred Wiedle  
Emily Dice  
Darlene Page  
Charlene Eidson  
Gary Watson  
Thomas Reed  
Amelia Watson  

Carolyn Barnhart                                
Sadie Word  
Madison Keele 
Pat Hampton  
Josh Winkler  
Paul Womack  
Kyle Mazanek  
Betty J. P. Canon  
Kaylynn Stahl  
Silas Lux  
Rachelle Oziemkiewicz 
Zachary Bachman  

July 01 
July 01 
July 02 
July 03 
July 03  
July 04 
July 05 
July 07 
July 07 
July 10 
July 12 
July 13 

July 13 
July 15 
July 16 
July 18 
July 21 
July 21 
July 22 
July 26 
July 29 
July 29 
July 30 
July 30 



721 W Main Street 
Salem, IL 62881 

Phone:    618-548-4060 

Fax:        618-548-6039 

 

Website:  Salemfbc.org 

Facebook: Salem First Baptist Church 

Our Vision 
The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family 

Of committed believers with an increasing 

•Passion for God  •Passion for People •Passion to Serve 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 4:00 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

Friday 9:00—12:00 Noon 

Closed Friday after noon 

Sunday Morning and Evening 

8:30—9:20 AM Café Agape - Donuts & Coffee 

9:00—9:30 AM Media Center Open 

          9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 

          9:40 AM Nursing Home Ministry 

       10:45  AM Morning Worship 

 5:00—7:00 PM AWANA (Fall—Spring) 

           Youth 

CHURCH STAFF 

Dr. Andy DeWitt Pastor 

Jon Bell Associate Pastor 

Rick Meador Financial Secretary 

Danelle Sands                           Secretary  

Kevin Keele Maintenance and Security 

Candace Howard Custodian 

Judy Bundy Organist 

Joyce Scrivner Pianist 

Deanna Buerster Minister to Children 

Wednesday Evening 

5:00 PM Wednesday Night Supper 

         (Fall-Spring) 

5:00 PM      Women’s Chronological Bible Study 

5:30—6:00 PM Media Center Open 

6:00—7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 

 3D Youth, Praise Team- 
 Rehearsal, Nursery 

 CIA, Mission Friends (Fall-Spring) 

Join Us . . . 

Sundays  

8:30 –9:20 AM 

In the 
Fellowship Hall 

 
We serve bagels with 

cream cheese, donuts, 
fresh fruit, coffee, juice 

and milk. 


