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Proverbs 23:24: "The father of 
a righteous child has great joy; 
a man who fathers a wise son 
rejoices in him."  



                                                                                               Pastor 

                                                                                  Dr. Andy DeWitt 

P a g e  2  

 

 

Dear Church, 

 We have witnessed a fundamental transformation in our nation (even the world to some 

degree) since March 25.  The response to COVID-19 has and is impacting us is ways that were un-

imagined in December of 2019.  Who would have considered the possibility that the government 

would close churches throughout the United States—but it did?  (In all fairness we willingly fol-

lowed the advice that we were told.)  Not in our wildest dreams would we have considered that a 

mandate to wear masks would spread throughout the land—but it is?  This even to the point that 

one can’t buy or sell in some stores without a mask.  And it seems strange to me, I simply don’t un-

derstand, how we suddenly have a coin shortage and many retailers are refusing to take cash.  

There have been attempts to explain this; none of the explanations are satisfying, however.  So, 

what’s happening?  

  I wish I could answer that question with clarity and certainty.  But I can’t.  Therefore, my 

following comments are only musings on my part.  Could it be that there is much more going on 

than we have been told?  Is it possible that what we have experienced is a “dress rehearsal” for 

much more?  Possibly.  In the chorus of voices attempting to bend our ears, there is a splattering 

of voices, mostly ignored and marginalized, that are starting to be listed to by some.  For example, 

I saw a blog post titled “Today a Mask; Tomorrow a Mark.”  This blog post did not say nor imply 

that wearing a mask is equivalent to receiving the Mark of the Beast.  He merely implied that we 

may be being conditioned to be more open to the Mark than we otherwise would have.  An arti-

cle that I recently read carried the title, “Masks Are an Eschatological Dry-Run for the Mark of the 

Beast.”  The author was not saying that wearing a mask was bad or a sign of being unfaithful to 

God.  Rather, we are being made more comfortable with being told to fall in line and we are do-

ing it.  LET ME BE CLEAR, I’m not opposed to wearing a mask.  I will wear one in certain contexts; 

not because I feel that I need it, but for the benefit of other who do. 

 Both of the above articles were written by Christians.  I did see a YouTube video (it’s short) 

that is from a perspective other than Christian.  Its title is “It’s Just a Mask,” if you care to search for 

it.   

 As I write this, the message on the church’s sign is “He Is Coming Soon. Ready?”  This is the 

most important statement that I can write to you.  Are you, that is, are you ready?  We should be: 

we need to be!   

 In August 9-12, both you and I have the opportunity to be ready.  Evangelist Sam Moore 

from Bentonville, Arkansas will be preaching in revival services.  I scheduled Sam for a revival 

about this time last year, I believe.  His message is biblical and encouraging.  Be praying—for both 

yourself and for others before and during revival services.  We need Jesus!   

           Expectantly, 

           Andy 

 

   



                                                               Associate Pastor 

Jon Bell 
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WE WILL 
MISS 

YOU!! 

         

 Love, The Bells 
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Your Librarian 

Sharon Dennis  

Library News/Trustees  

 

                          
Trustees’ Report for August 

 

 At the special business meeting in July, the church approved replacing the old (40 year 

old, I am told) heating and air conditioning unit for room 101.  This area was formerly the office 

area before it became the choir room, and presently is used for the God’s Warriors Sunday 

School class and a general meeting room.  The unit has been replaced and is now in operation.  

The unit also heats and cools the prayer room.  

 To save the church money, the trustees have approved changing the company that pro-

vides the lease for the office copier and are obtaining bids from other companies for the 

church’s pest control service. 

 The annual state inspection of the elevators has been completed and the paper work is 

in the process of being completed in order to receive our elevator certificates which the church 

must have in order to use the elevators.  The deadline each year to complete this process is Sep-

tember 1.  Several hoops must be jumped through annually to obtain the operating certificates. 

  

 

Dallas Bundy 

Chairman of the Trustees 

 

One a day through May! 

"It hadn't occurred to him that he might be putting himself in serious dan-
ger. Not until now." Mark Prescott's imagination is going wild. He knows 
his friend John Avery Whittaker (Whit) keeps his attic door locked. But 
why? What's hidden up there and protected so carefully? Invited to stay 
with Whit while his parents are in Washington, D.C., Mark grows curious 
when Whit forbids him to enter the attic. Fueled by thriller comic books, 
his mind conjures up dark possibilities. Along with them grows a determi-
nation to get beyond the locked door and learn Whit's secret. How will 
Mark gain entrace? What will he find once he does? As he answers those 
questions, he learns hard lessons about trust, honesty, and the need to 

guard his thoughts.  

There are many books about overcoming obstacles, but this quintes-

sential story of victory over limitations is unique. How many doctors 

have cerebral palsy? Not many. Yet this disability was part of the Great 

Physician’s plan for Tyler Sexton. Because of it, Tyler has become a role 

model for others facing adversity, including his patients. He has also 

become a humble healer who uses his heart and faith along with his 

intellect and training to help kids and give them hope. Tyler’s story has 

been featured on ABC’s 20/20 and was the basis for many episodes of 

ABC’s new show The Good Doctor. This is a story of a man who says, 

“I’d rather walk with a limp in Christ than with a strut in the world”; 

who wears superhero T-shirts and tells his little patients they’re “super” 

too, despite their physical problems; and whose stint at a medical 

school in the Caribbean completely erased the islanders’ negative view 

of disability. Through this inspiring true story, people will be encour-

aged to face adversity with hope, determination, and the strength of 

Christ.  
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    Announcements/Poems 

Our mission Watchword for our group is I Corinthi-
ans 15:58 “My dear friends, stand firm and don’t be 
shaken, always keep busy working for the Lord.  
You know that everything you do for him is worth-
while.”  During these trying times, our ladies have 
been trying to be obedient to this scripture. 

 
In connection with the Circle of Friends Sunday School class 
members, we purchased needed items for out Salem Pregnancy 
Care Center. 
 
Also, we were made aware of the needed backpacks and school 
supplies for some of the students getting ready to attend at 
Hawthorne School. 
 
We were able to assist in the medical expenses incurred by a 
family and also a college student preparing for student teach-
ing.   
 
We are so blessed by the continued support of our group and 
Salem First Baptist. 

 

Lord, let me forever praise Your name. 

Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God,        

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace 

Let me forever praise Your name. 

Never changing, always the same.  

Jesus the name above all names. 

Never changing, always the same. 

King of Kings, Lord of Lords 

Let me forever praise Your name. 

Never changing, always the same. 

Master, Savior, how precious is that name. 

Never changing, always the same. 

“Abba Father, daddy, daddy” 

Never changing, always the same. 

Yes, let me forever praise Your name. 

 

By Carrie Braden 

 

“The Throne Room” 

 

One day I will enter 

Ever so quiet and humbled 

Really not knowing what to expect 

 

I will see You, my God, that is my goal 

Face to face I will see You 

Just imagine for a moment. 

I am filled with such great awe 

 

My creator, You’ve never left my side 

Throughout my life on Earth. 

I have an eternity with You 

To learn all about Heaven 

 

You’ve always helped me to write. 

This, my Lord, is to You personally. 

 

You opened the way 

To eternal life 

Thru Your Son, Jesus Christ 

 

I thank You deeply 

From my sinful ecstatic soul. 

 

I am Yours 

 

By Bev Smith 

The family of Esther O’Dell would like to thank her church family for the 

cards, thoughts and prayers.  Your continued support meant so much.  She 

enjoyed each and every card she received and she kept each one.  Also, 

thank you for the memorial gift to the Baptist Children’s Home  in her honor.

   

Thank you again, Gail (O’Dell) Walls 

You are invited to the celebration of  

50th Anniversary of Larry & Laura Rhodes! 

August 9, 2020 ~ 2PM-5PM 

At First Baptist Church 

201 S. Moreland Rd., Bethalto, IL 62010 

RSVP to 618-972-5683 

No gifts please, cards are welcome.  Your attendance  is the best gift. 

We would like to say a great big thank you to the precious people 
at Salem First!  Your prayers, cards, kind words, monetary gifts.  
What can we say but, we are so blessed to know you all!   

 In Christ’s Love,  Roger & Glenda Lipe 
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Revival and Renewal August 9-12 

Salem First Baptist Church  

721 W. Main St. 

With Evangelist Sam Moore 

Sunday services 9:15 and 10:45 AM; 6PM 

Monday through Wednesday 6:30 PM Nightly 

Everyone Invited and Welcome 
 



DATE GREETER ON CALL SECURITY 

August 02 Ronnie Donoho Myron Lloyd Ken Smith 

August 09 Roy Rodgers Gary Watson Gerald Purcell 

August 16 Tyler Lux Dale Helpingstine Ronnie Donoho 

August 23 Greg Strother Jon Wieldt                                 Gary Watson 

August 30 Gerald Purcell Roy Rodgers Tyler Lux 
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He’s a Servant 

When Dr. John Watson was a child, he loved to see the procession of deacons at the administra-
tion of the Lord's Supper, and one old man with very white hair and a meek, reverent face espe-
cially interested him. One day he was walking on the road and passed a man breaking stones. 
The white hair caught his attention, and he looked back and recognized the deacon who had car-
ried the cup. 

Full of curiosity and surprise, he told his father the strange tale. His father explained to him that 
the reason why the old man held so high a place in the church was that although he was one of 
the poorest men in all the town, he was one of the holiest. "James," he said, "breaks stones for a 
living, but he knows more about God than any person I have ever met." 

—J. A. Clark 

1 Timothy 3:8-13 (KJV) 
8 
 Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of 

filthy lucre; 
9 
 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 

10 
 And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, be-

ing found blameless. 
12 

 Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and 
their own houses well. 

3 
 For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to them-

selves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

 Dale Helpingstine, Deacon Chairman 
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Tozer's Formula For Revival 
 
Dr. A W. Tozer, 20th century prophet of righteousness and revival, recommended the follow-

ing formula for personal revival. 
 

1.    Get thoroughly dissatisfied with yourself. Complacency is the deadly enemy of spiritual          
      progress. The contented soul is a stagnant soul.  
       
2. Set your face like a flint toward a sweeping transformation of your life. Timid experi-

ments are tagged for failure before they start. We must throw our whole soul into our 
desire for God.  

  
3. Put yourself in the way of blessing. It's a mistake to expect God's help to come as a 

windfall apart from conditions known and met. To desire revival, and at the same time 
to neglect prayer and devotion, is to wish one way and walk another.  

 
4. Do a thorough job of repenting. Hasty repentance means a shallow spiritual experi-

ence. Let godly sorrow do her healing work. It is our wretched habit of tolerating sin 
that keeps us in our half-dead condition.  

  
5. Make restitution whenever possible. If you owe a debt, pay it. If you have quarreled 

with anyone, go as far as you can to achieve reconciliation. As fully as possible, make 
the crooked straight.  

  
6. Bring your life into accord with the Sermon on the Mount and such other New Testa-

ment Scriptures as are designed to instruct in the way of righteousness. An honest man 
with an open Bible and a pad and pencil is sure to find out what's wrong with him 
quickly. (cf: Matthew 5-7)  

 
7. Be serious-minded. The people of the world used to go to the movies to escape serious 

thinking about God and religion. There must be radical change in your habits, or there 
will not be any permanent improvement in your interior life.  

 
8. Deliberately narrow your interests. Too many projects use up time and energy without 

bringing us nearer to God. The mansions of the heart will become larger when the 
doors are thrown open to Christ and closed against the world and sin.  

 
9. Begin to witness. Find something to do for God, and your fellow man. Make yourself 

available. Do anything you are asked to do. Learn to obey.  
 
10. Have faith in God. Begin to expect. Look up toward the throne. All heaven is on your 

side. God will not disappoint you.  
 
These suggestions constitute a recipe for personal spiritual revival. When personal revival is 

experienced, there is no knowing how far it may spread. The Church is in desperate need of a 
spiritual resurrection and it can only come through the revived individual. 
 
— Encyclopedia of 15,000 illustrations 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5-7
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Mary Alice Dice 
Danelle Sands 
Ruth Ann Wilkerson 
Morgan Womack-Meador 
Jessica LaPage 
Dora Tate 
Dale Morris 
Jordan DeWitt 
Neal Canon 
Mike Holzhausen 
Bo Lux 
Janet Smith 
Wren Jackson 
Bentley Hester 
Karen Dobbs 
Frank Harris 

August  03 
August  03 
August  03 
August  03 
August  04 
August  04 
August  06 
August  07  
August  08 
August  08 
August  08 
August  08 
August  10 
August  11 
August  12 
August  13 

August  14 
August  14 
August  15 
August  21 
August  21 
August  21  
August  21  
August  23 
August  24 
August  26 
August  27 
August  29 
August  29 
August  29 
August  30 
 

2020 

Shawnee McDaneld 
Shawnee Thompson 
Carol Smith 
Larry Becker 
Brenda Crouse 
Debbie Dodd 
Judy Propes 
Deric Rice 
Angela Brooks 
Johnny Tolka 
Bill Wells 
Dina Reed 
Cara Stallard 
Michael Trammel 
Suzanne Pollard 

Revival and Renewal August 9—12   Sam Moore, Evangelist 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 
 
 

     1 

2 
 
Children’s Sunday 
School during  
9:15 Service 
Ages 4 yrs.- 6th 
grade. 

3 

Prayer Meeting 
6AM 

4 5 
 
 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 
 
9:15 & 10:45AM 
6PM 
 
 
 

10 
 
6:30PM 
 

11 
 
6:30PM 

12 
 
6:30PM 

13 
 
 

14 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

16 
 
Children’s Sunday 
School during 
9:15 Service 
Ages 4 yrs.- 6th 
grade. 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 

 

 

 

 

19 
 
 
 

20 

 
Throwback 
Thursday 
6-8PM 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 

30 31      



721 W Main Street 

Salem, IL 62881 

   Phone:    618-548-4060 

   Fax:         618-548-6039 

 

   Website:  Salemfbc.org 

Our Vision 

The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family 

Of committed believers with an increasing 

•Passion for God •Passion for People •Passion to Serve 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 4:00 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

Friday 9:00—12:00 Noon 

Closed Friday afternoon 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Dr. Andy DeWitt Pastor 

Jon Bell Associate Pastor 

Rick Meador Financial Secretary 

Glenda Lipe                               Secretary  

Kevin Keele Maintenance and Security 

Judy Bundy Organist 

Joyce Scrivner Pianist 

Deanna Buerster Minister to Children 

 

Wednesday Evening 

(Currently Dismissed) 

 

5:00 PM               Women’s Chronological Bible                               
 Study 

5:30—6:00 PM Media Center Open 

6:00—7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 

 Praise Team Rehearsal, 

                             Nursery 

 CIA, Mission Friends (Fall-Spring) 

7:00 PM               Evening Prayer Meeting 

 

Currently 

Dismissed 

Sunday Morning  Worship 

 

9:15 AM. . . . . . . . .  First Worship Service 

10:45AM . . . . . . . . . . . Second Worship Service 

 

 Available on Facebook/WJBD 13:50AM or 92.1FM 

 

*During the 9:15 Worship Service children age 4 

yrs. through 2nd grade will meet for Sunday School 

in the fellowship hall.  Children 3rd—6th grade will 

meet in the youth room.  This will be the 1st and 

3rd Sundays. 


