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Proverbs 23:24: "The father of 
a righteous child has great joy; 
a man who fathers a wise son 
rejoices in him."  
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Dear Co-heirs with Christ, 

Yes, that is a different type of salutation. The reason I used it is to check and see if you are reading my 
articles. Just kidding. I used it so that you will remember who you are. This is what you are and who you 
are. Unfortunately, we sometimes forget this. 

Preaching, teaching, books and the like many times follow trends. It might be last days and prophecy. It 
could be marriage and family. Political subjects might be in vogue—the list can continue. One trend to-
day among many is the grace and love of God. These are important subjects and should be understood by 
all believers. Nevertheless, some are taking both too far. What I mean, is that their discussions go beyond 
the teaching of Scripture and, therefore, distort the truth. For example, when God’s love is divorced from 
His holiness and righteousness, not only is God’s love distorted, but God’s nature is, too. I get the im-
pression from some of these preachers and authors that God’s love is such that it overlooks the negative. 
God’s holiness is lost so that He is a permissive parent giving a spoiled, rebellious child whatever the 
child wants. There are no consequences to sinful behavior. God loves you too much for that. 

Well. . .then God speaks through His Word. If God’s love is like so many believe it to be, why does Paul 
write to the Corinthians “Therefore, because we know the fear of the Lord, we seek to persuade people. . 
.” (2 Corinthians 5:11). The New King James Version renders it: “Knowing, therefore, the terror of the 
Lord. . .” This is one of Paul’s motives in attempting to persuade people to repent and believe the Gospel. 

Do you, do I fear the Lord? Have we any comprehension about who the Lord is? Sometimes we think 
that we do but our method of living suggest that we don’t. When our sports team is more exciting to us 
than the God who created us—there’s a problem. When our church attendance is a matter of –well, it’s 
what we should do—there is a serious issue. When God and His will can be set aside if there are other 
activities we would rather do—there’s something out of balance. Because Paul understood the awe-
inspiring majesty of the Lord, he obeyed the Lord. Paul was willing to do whatever it takes to obey the 
Lord and reach out to people. People are hard to reach—right? That’s true. We have, however, one of the 
best ministry tools in order to do this. Believe it or not—it’s Sunday School. Our Bible teaching ministry, 
when organized correctly, has the capacity to reach and persuade people to trust the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Sunday School has worked well in the past and it still will in the present. The questions is will we do 
whatever it takes? 

And you can help a great deal by, first and foremost, praying. Please with consistency and determination 
pray. Remember James’ words: “The urgent request of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect.” 
I like the King James translation: 16 “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” 
(James 5:16, KJV). 

We should, we must pray. Will you? Will we, the members of Salem First Baptist Church, willing to do 
whatever it takes to obey God and do His will? 

 

         In His Grace, 

         Andy 
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TEN SPECIFIC PRAYERS FOR REVIVAL AND SPIRITUAL AWAKENING!!                          
(Copied by permission from A Powerful Prayer Life by Gregory Frizzell) 

       1.   Ask God to bring deep conviction of sin, spiritual brokenness, a holy fear of God and genuine re-
 pentance among His people. There will be no revival without these elements and only God can produce 
 them in His people. After all we cannot program or work up genuine brokenness and repentance.                  
 (2 Corin thians 7:10)  

       2. Pray for deep cleansing, genuine repentance, and spiritual power to engulf pastors and Christian 
 leaders. Revival and spiritual awakening are extremely unlikely without a mighty move of God in pastors 
 and Christian leaders. Renewed pastors are absolutely crucial to a move of God in our day! (Ephesians 
 6:14-20)  

       3. Pray for God to bestow spiritual hunger in His people and draw them to fervent intercession. God 
 has to grant people the genuine faith and the fervent desire for prayer. With all our promotion and pro-
 gramming, we cannot “produce a genuine prayer movement. (Philippians 2:13)  

       4.   Pray that God will bring loving unity in our churches and a deep harmony between our churches. 
 Many churches need healing among members and many churches need to stop competing jealously with 
 other churches. (John 13:35)  

       5.   Pray for God to fill His people with a passion to see people saved. (Only God can give a genuine       
 burden for souls.) Until God’s people intensely pray for the lost and do aggressive soul winning revival will       
 tarry. Be sure you are constantly praying for many lost people by name. (Romans 9:1-3)  

       6.   Pray for God to give His people a passion for missions and starting churches. Great revivals produce 
 an explosion of mission projects, new ministries and new church starts. Only God can grant a genuine     
 passion for missions. (Matthew 28:19)  

       7.   Pray that God will call thousands into ministry, missions and Christian service. Many churches are 
 dying for lack of soul winners, teachers and church workers. Furthermore, we can start only as many 
 churches as we have church planters to start them. (Matthew 9:37)  

       8.   Pray that God will pour out His Spirit like a mighty purifying flood. Ask God to purify our motives as 
 we pray for revival. After all it is possible to pray for revival for selfish or ambitious reasons. Our motives 
 must be solely for: (a) the glory of God, and (b) the increase of the kingdom of God. We must not pray for 
 revival just to solve our own problems or make our church successful in the eyes of men. (James 4:2)   

       9.   Pray for a mighty move of conviction and salvation upon communities of cultural influence. Some 
 key examples are Hollywood actors and producers, government officials, educators, teachers, and college 
 professors, news and media people, talk shows hosts, comedians, homosexual activists groups, and the 
 music industry. (1 Timothy 2:1-2) Provide specific lists for your congregation.  

      10.  Specifically pray for God to pour out His Spirit in a fashion even greater than He did in America in 
 1858 and Wales in 1904. (Ten percent of Wales’ population was saved in five months!) Ask God for a mod
 ern day of Pentecost in the United States and Canada. (Mark 11:22- 24; John 14:13-14.)  
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Your Librarian 

Sharon Dennis  

Library News/Trustees  

 

Trustees’ Report for September   

  

At the August church business meeting, the church accepted a proposal from Security Alarm Corpora-
tion to add four additional cameras for security and upgrade the church’s alarm system.  This work will 
begin in the near future.   

The trustees have completed the following projects during August.  Table cloths have been purchased 
for the dining room tables.  Debbie Dodd was in charge of this project.  The roofs around the steeple 
and on the carport received another coat of Duck Coat coating.  There were no leaks, but the coating is 
added to extend the life of the roofs.  A thank you to Kevin Keele for helping wash the roofs and apply 
the coating.  All new railings were made and installed on the playground equipment to replace the ex-
isting ones that were rotting.  The playground equipment will be painted in about a month after the 
treated lumber dries.    

On Friday, August 28th at 8:00 a.m., a work day was held to paint the lines and handicap signage on the 
parking lots.  We appreciate all the church members who came out to work.    

  

Dallas Bundy   

Chairman of the Trustees                            

A train of conestogas winds its way over the mountains from Phila-
delphia to Pittsburgh. Young John wins some bells for his lead team 
of dapple grays.                                                                                        
Thirst and Indians trouble the men who first take wagons over the 
Santa Fe Trail.                                                                                          

Marcus Whitman takes the wheels to Oregon.                                 
John Bidwell leads a wagon train to California.                                 
When he is only eleven, Billy cody gets a job on one of Alec Major’s 
wagon trains carrying freight, and is turned back by Indians.         

Exciting true stories about real people 

This description may be from another edition of this prod-
uct. Words of comfort and inspiration from Psalm 23 pro-
vide readers with hope to persevere through life's daily 
challenges. In today's world it can be difficult to feel safe 
and secure. That's why in this revised and updated Safe 
in the Shepard's Arms, which has sold more than 
475,000 units, Max Lucado offers a 30-day devotional as 
a reliable source of safety and security from the 23rd 
Psalm. He describes this psalm as "written by a shepherd 
who became a king--because He wanted us to know 
about a King who became a shepherd." With Psalm 23 
as our guide, we can release our burdens, throw off our 
fears, and rest safely in the Shepherd's arms.  
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    Announcements/Poems 

Covid-19 cannot stop our ministry to others and most of all our 
prayers for those needing Jesus and encouragement.  Our prayers 
continue for those around us and many who are serving around 
the world. 
 
Recently, we were able to deliver 16 filled back packs to Hawthorn 
for staff to share with children needing supplies.  Yes, school goes 
on and unlike anything we have ever experienced, these families 
need us to step up. 
 
Although we have been ministering through out this time of social 
distancing, we ladies have missed gathering and ministering with 
one another.  We will be meeting on Monday, August 31 at 
9:30AM in the Fellowship Hall.  We will be finishing items for our 
church family who reside in Nursing Homes and our Shut-Ins.  
We will be following social mandated guide lines.   
 
The month of September will be our State Mission Offering em-
phasis and our church goal this year is $2,000. 
 
During the month of October, we will be promoting the annual 
Baby Bottle Campaign which helps to fund the ministries of the 
local Pregnancy Care Clinic. 
 
In November, we will have the joy of participating in Operation 
Christmas Child. 
 
We are living in a time of changes, but Christ’s man-
date is to go into the world and proclaim Him and to 
serve. 
 
Blessings, 
Karen 
 

 

God, With Us 
By Carrie Braden 

 

We all have a Helper, 

We’re never alone. 

God gives us His Spirit 

Till it’s time to go home. 

He’ll direct you and teach you 

Every hour of the day 

Great comfort you’ll know 

As you kneel down and pray. 

 

Your life will be richer 

The storms will subside. 

Just ask and receive  

And in you He will abide. 

Friend, once you surrender 

When all seems despair, 

At the end of the tunnel 

The Light will be there. 

 

“Grace Blessings” 

 

Grace blessings 

Fill my life with love 

As you walk alongside of me 

 

How beautiful your presence. 

I am living in great awe,  

So full of reason 

For joy and happiness 

 

You will never leave me,  

Nor change. 

 

Loving me, Your child,  

Is more than I am capable 

Of comprehending. 

 

What a life! 

I am Yours for all eternity 

“Grace Blessings” 

Deserving of all You bestow 

Upon me, I am not 

Thankful for Your mercy 

Any my life with You, I am! 

 

By Bev Smith 

Baptist Children’s Home and Family Services  

Online Quilt Auction 

Starts:  Sept. 9th beginning at 12:00PM 

End:  Sept. 19th ending at 7:00PM 

For online auction go to www.bchfs.com, scroll down to the 
events and click on Quilt Auction.  It will take you to         

charityauctionstoday. You will need to register to bid.            
If you do not have access to a computer or smart phone you 

can call the office at 618-382-4164 ext. 1101 and place a 
proxy vote.  For more info. see the bulletin board for the flyer. 
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$2,000.00 



DATE GREETER ON CALL SECURITY 

Sept. 06 Larry Blankenship Greg Strother Dale Helpingstine 

Sept. 13 Myron Lloyd Jon Wieldt                                 Ronnie Donoho 

Sept 20 Roy Rodgers Gary Watson Ken Smith 

Sept. 27 Ken Smith Larry Blankenship Greg Strother 

          PAGE  7 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 I believe our church is at a crossroads. The Coronavirus of 2020 has forced us to react in ways we 
would have never thought possible, even just one year ago. Who would have thought we would have to 
stop in-person services, close Sunday School, and Wednesday evening Bible study. We are having two 
worship services on Sundays now, and some SS classes are beginning to meet in person again, but some 
still have not. Most of our congregation has returned to Sunday services, but there are still some folks who 
have not returned. If they are in your circle of friends or SS class, I hope you will make a contact with them 
and invite them back. 

 Hopefully, in the near future we will be able to return to normal. But is that what we really should 
do? Is our old normal going to be enough to sustain and grow our church in the post-COVID world? We 
can’t continue to do the same old thing and expect to get different results. That is the definition of insanity. 
Each of us must prayerfully consider what God wants Salem First Baptist to be and look like going for-
ward. Because if we don’t do something to make our church a place that young people and young families 
want to attend and become a part of, then we are on a path of slow demise. We have a very strong base of 
late middle aged and senior adults, but we are sorrowfully lacking in young families and youth…the future 
of our church. 

 Currently we need of 4-5 additional Deacons. Andy has been preaching recently on the qualifica-
tions of a deacon servant. Over the past 5 years we have lost several men and at present we have only 9 ac-
tive deacons. Sometime this Fall, with Andy’s leadership, we will be asking the church family to consider 
nominating men from our membership who are spiritually qualified to serve. Please, begin to think and 
pray about this need, and also how you might get engaged with and find a place where you can serve and 
help meet a need. 

Blessings, 

Dale Helpingstine, Chairman of the Deacons   

 Dale Helpingstine, Deacon Chairman 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 
 
 

 1 2 
 
6PM Bible Study  
7PM Prayer Mtg. 
 
 

3 4 5 

6 
 
Children’s Sunday 
School during  
9:15 Service 
Ages 4 yrs.- 6th 
grade. 

7 

 

 

8 

Prayer Meeting 
6AM 

Dine & Donate-
Applebee’s 
11am—11pm  
Addy’s All Inclusive 
Playground 

9 
 
 

10 

Throwback 
Thursday 
6-8PM 

11 

 

12 

 

13 
 
Back to Church 
9:15 & 10:45AM 
6PM 
 
 
 

14 
 
6:30PM 
 

15 
 
6:30PM 

16 
 
6:30PM 

17 
 
 

18 

 

 

 

 

19 

KBA Annual 
Meeting 9AM at 
Temple  Baptist 
Church 

20 
 
Children’s Sunday 
School during 9:15 
Service 
Ages 4 yrs.- 6th 
grade. 
 
Lord’s Supper 

21 
 
 
 
 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 
 
 
6PM Bible Study  
7PM Prayer Mtg. 

24 

 
 

25 26 

27 28 29 30 
 
6PM Bible Study  
7PM Prayer Mtg. 

31   
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Jeannine Richards 
Narissa Sum 
Ryne Shelton 
Kelly Wood 
Donald Austin 
Jon Bell 
Joel Buerster 
Jerry Michael Watson 
Troy Keele 
Debra Pugh 
Abigail Dice 
June Lowry 
Nathan Schleuter 
Amanda Shockley 

September 04 
September 05 
September 07 
September 07 
September 08 
September 08 
September 08 
September 08 
September 09 
September 12 
September 13 
September 14 
September 14 
September 14 

September 15 
September 16 
September 16 
September 19  
September 20 
September 21 
September 22  
September 22 
September 24 
September 25 
September 26 
September 28 
September 28 
September 29 

2020 

6PM Bible Study  
7PM Prayer Mtg. 
        Deacon’s Mtg. 

Dalla Bundy 
Sarah Dice 
Amanda Hanes 
Mary Anne Rollinson 
Keaton See 
Lilly Hester 
Darren Becker 
Sheri Peradotti 
Jack Woods 
Brian Piper 
Vernon Wiedle 
Twila Kincaid 
Carson Smith 
Barbara Phillips 

Revival and Renewal Sept. 13—16  Sam Moore, Evangelist 



721 W Main Street 

Salem, IL 62881 

   Phone:    618-548-4060 

   Fax:         618-548-6039 

 

   Website:  Salemfbc.org 

Our Vision 

The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family 

Of committed believers with an increasing 

•Passion for God •Passion for People •Passion to Serve 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 4:00 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

Friday 9:00—12:00 Noon 

Closed Friday afternoon 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Dr. Andy DeWitt Pastor 

 Associate Pastor 

Rick Meador Financial Secretary 

Glenda Lipe                               Secretary  

Kevin Keele Maintenance and Security 

Judy Bundy Organist 

Joyce Scrivner Pianist 

Deanna Buerster Minister to Children 

 

Wednesday Evening 

(Currently Dismissed) 

(Only items in bold started back for now.) 

 

5:00 PM               Women’s Chronological Bible                               
 Study 

5:30—6:00 PM Media Center Open 

6:00—7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 

 Praise Team Rehearsal, 

                             Nursery 

 CIA, Mission Friends (Fall-Spring) 

7:00 PM            Evening Prayer Meeting 

 

Currently 

Dismissed 

Sunday Morning  Worship 

 

9:15 AM. . . . . . . . .  First Worship Service 

10:45AM . . . . . . . . . . . Second Worship Service 

 

 Available on Facebook/WJBD 13:50AM or 92.1FM 

 

*During the 9:15 Worship Service children age 4 

yrs. through 2nd grade will meet for Sunday School 

in the fellowship hall.  Children 3rd—6th grade will 

meet in the youth room.  This will be the 1st and 

3rd Sundays. 


