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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 

he is a new creation; old things 

have passed away, and look, 

new things have come.   

II Corinthians 5:17 



                                                                                               Pastor 

                                                                                  Dr. Andy DeWitt 
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Dear Church Family, 

 Three weeks ago, I didn’t imagine that, as I write this, the directive from our governor 

would be “shelter-at-home.”  I wasn’t thinking about preaching to an almost empty auditorium.  It 

never occurred to me that toilet paper would be so rare that people would storm Walmart on the 

rumor that a pallet of toilet paper had been received. It never entered my mind that I should wash 

my hands so often that the top layer of skin would be scrubbed off (well, perhaps a little embellish-

ment here).   

 But I have been able thus far to glean a few lessons (and may learn more in the near fu-

ture).  

First, I now understand how rapidly life can change.  I know that changes are happening all 

the time.  However, there’s normally a consistency day after day.  But lately the changes 

have been fast and furious.  Sport fans have no “March Madness,” at least, not the ex-

pected kind.  Events that a large number of people might normally attend have all been 

canceled.  Even funerals are to be limited to close family.  Schools are dismissed until—who 

knows when. 

Secondly, I’m reminded how fragile life is.  I know that the vast majority of those contracting 

COVID-19 recover.  But I also am keenly aware that this virus can kill and does kill.  Much of 

the time, we live day by day not considering that each day is a gift from the Most High.  

We are mortals—there is a day when we will exit this life.  As the writer of Hebrews re-

minds us “And just as it is appointed for people to die once—and after this judge-

ment” (Hebrews 9:27).   

Thirdly, we should lay hold on That which is unchangeable.  The that is really a “Who.”  Some 

muse that the only sure things in life are death and taxes.  I get the meaning but there is 

One that is more, infinitely more, sure and certain and that is the Lord Himself.   Hebrews 

13:8 states: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.”   

 There are more lessons I can learn.  But it’s enough to point you to the One that makes the 

difference in the uncertainty of our days.  Colossians 1 reminds us: 

 
15 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
16 

For by Him all 
 things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
 thrones or dominions or 

[e]
principalities or 

[f]
powers. All things were created through Him 

 and for Him. 
17 

And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
18 

And He is the 
 head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 
 things He may have the preeminence.

19 
For it pleased the Father that in Him all the 

 fullness should dwell, 
20 

and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether 
 things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 
       In His Peace, 

       Andy 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29482e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29482f


                                                               Associate Pastor 

Jon Bell 
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Hartals 

  While living in Bangladesh, on many occasions, the opposition party would hold protests. These 
protests were called “hartals” which means “the closing of shops.” These protests were typically 
held on certain days following elections and announced to the public. Roads would be shut 
down and most businesses would close. These protests were serious. I could hear petrol bombs 
going off on the road near my house during these protests, because a truck moving items during 
the protest was being bombed. On some occasions these hartals would be on a Friday, which in 
Bangladesh is the day set aside for worship. We had a choice to make each time, would we meet 
or not for worship? We would typically choose not to meet because the training center where 
we would meet was ten miles from our home and the nationals that we worked with would be 
placed in an even greater danger than we would to meet on those days. 

 

What did we do instead? We prayer walked daily around our community. Even though, we 
could not go to local markets or travel on the roadways, we could still peacefully prayer walk 
through our community, so we did every morning at 7:00 AM. We continued to meet and wor-
ship with other missionary families in our homes, because our homes were close together. Many 
of our national friends would also worship together, because they also lived close to one anoth-
er. 

 

When the hartals passed we would resume meeting together with our national partners for wor-
ship. It was always hard to not have a service and get together with our national friends to cele-
brate what the Lord has done for us together, but we never ceased to be the church. Believers 
are the church no matter where or how we meet, because the Church is His people.  

 

The same is true for us today. When we take precautions to protect our people and our commu-
nity as we have been doing, it does not in any way make us any less of a church. We still have 
opportunities to pray, have family worship, share the gospel and show the love of Christ in the 
midst of whatever trials come our way.   
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Your Librarian 

Sharon Dennis  

   Storm: What Jesus Is Saying to His Church is a 

book for every Christian who is concerned about the 

challenges that face believers today. Using powerful 

stories of people who have been transformed by 

Christ, it will strike a note of encouragement and 

hope, helping Christians to remember that a life sur-

rendered to Christ in the midst of a church trans-

formed by his presence cannot be defeated. No 

amount of spiritual darkness or cultural pressure can 

drown out the life-giving power of the gospel.  

 

If you were a journalist, how would you investi-

gate the top story in human history? Join the 

award-winning former legal editor of the Chicago 
Tribune as he cross-examines scholars to uncover 

incontestable evidence supporting Jesus' claims. 

Includes updated archaeological material, an in-

terview with Strobel, and more. A powerful de-

fense of the Christian faith! 464 pages, softcover 

from Zondervan. 

Library News/Trustees  

 

  

Trustees’ Report 

  

 Weeke Sales and Service of Breese/Okawville has worked on the three newest furnaces, 

and they are all working properly.  This is the first time that I can remember them working the 

way they are supposed to work since they were installed.  They have been worked on before, 

but the furnaces were never fixed. 

 The trustees are addressing several other issues and a report on these will come next 

month. 

  

Dallas Bundy 

Chairman of the Trustees 
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    Announcements/Poems 

For the March 2nd Women on Mission meeting, fifteen ladies 
traveled to Angel’s Cove Maternity Center in Mt. Vernon to tour 
the facility and learn more of the ministries provided.  Deanna 
Buerster volunteered to drive the church bus in order that the 
ladies could fellowship together and conduct any needed busi-
ness.  The group presented the center with a variety of needed 
items.  Following the tour, the ladies enjoyed lunch at Fazoli’s. 

 
The April meeting will be on Monday, the 6th at 9:30AM in the fellowship hall.  
A variety of hot drinks and a snack will be provided.  The ladies will be working 
on some mission 
projects.  
 
Be in prayer for how 
we as a church and 
individuals may 
support North Amer-
ican missionaries 
through our gifts to 
Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering.  
Our church goal is 
$7,000. 

The Night Before Easter 

By Donnie Sumner & Dwayne Friend 

 

The night was so different from all the rest 

And a silence covers the Earth; 

The stars have no glimmer, the moon tries to hide, 

For in death lies the man of their birth. 

 

In a room filed with sorrow, a mother cries 

For Jesus, her Son oow is gone; 

Her child sent from heaven was taken away, 

Heart broken she feels all alone. 

 

At the feet of his mother a little boy cries 

Saying “momma I don’t understand;” 

I remember the look of love in His eyes, 

That I saw, by the touch of His hand. 

 

The King of all ages, the Giver of life,  

For a moment lies silent and still; 

But a power sent from heaven comes breaking the night, 

Ans death must bow to His Will. 

 

Then a stone moves, the earth shakes and birds start singin’,  

The sun shines, the earth warms for new life it’s bringin’ 

A little boy stops crying, a mother is smiling. 

For death could not hold their King! 

“A Christ Follower” 

 

A Christ follower I strive to be 

Help me to focus and truly see 

Following you is the only happy 

Way to live one’s life 

 

Mixed emotions pull at our hearts and mind 

Often a tear is as close as a smile, 

Choose the smile, it improves our face value 

 

You are by my side 

Both day and night 

With God for us, 

Who can be against us? 

 

It’s a matter of trust 

It’s a walk of faith 

Help me to finish strong 

As I pray, work and wait  

 

By 

Bev Smith 

My Shepherd And My Keeper 

By Carrie Braden 

 

My God and I walk down life’s road 

Together side by side 

One right - of ways and round the bends, 

He’s my constant guide 

He leads in paths of righteousness with blessings overlaid. 

For this is what He promises if will but obey. 

My God and I walk down life’s path 

Together day by day, I keep my eyes upon the Lord 

As He shows me the way. 

He leads me over obstacles I could not mount alone. 

He is the one who shepherds me—He is the keeper of my soul. 

                                You are invited to a Baby Shower! 

 

Honoring and celebrating with Liz 

& Jordan on Baby Boy DeWitt’s      

upcoming arrival!  

Sunday, April 26th at 2PM  SFBC 

Fellowship Hall 

Text or call 618-322-5673 (Paula) 

for regrets only. 

Baby DeWitt is registered at babylist.com and             

amazon.com 
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DATE GREETER ON CALL SECURITY 

April 05 Roy Rodgers Gary Watson Tyler Lux 

April 12 Jon Wieldt Myron Lloyd Ronnie Donoho 

April 19 Greg Strother Ken Smith Jon Wieldt 

April 26 Gary Watson Larry Blankenship Dale Helpingstine 

DATE SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR  BUTTERFLIES LADY BUGS 

April 05 J. Held & B. Lingafelter S. Dennis & D. Bundy L. DeWitt &  T. Huffhine 

April 12 C. Braden &   L. Bell &  E. Dice  S. Rose & J. Purcell  

April 19 A.  Simmons & E. Blankenship S. Murfin & A. Hardcastle U. Smith & S. Peradotti 

April 26 M. Ortiz & M. Tabor D. Reed & B. Helpingstine G. Hampton & P. Hampton 

DATE TEACHER LESSON  

April 05 
Deanna Buerster/Kay & Roy 

Rodgers 
Reese’s Cups 

April 12 Deanna Buerster NO CC—Family Worship 

April 19 Deanna Buerster Kit Kat 

April 26 Deanna Buerster Reese’s Pieces 

DATE VOLUNTEER PIANIST 

April 05 Youth Lynette Wiedle  

April 12 Children’s Dept. Judy Bundy 

April 19 Ken Smith Neva Isett 

April 26 Karen Watson Kathy King 

Manor at Salem Woods—441 Hotze Rd, Salem:  
Faye Wood #103  
 
Twin Wllows—1600 N Broadway:   
Donna Shoemaker 
 
Odin Care Center 300 Green St.:    
Earline Kohrig 
 
Doctors Nursing Home 1201 Hawthorn Rd:  
Sadie Word Room 302 Bed #1  

KAEDAN’S HELPERS  

April 05 Vernon Wiedle 

April 12 Carrie Braden 

April 19 Dina Reed  

April 26 Karen Watson 

 NORTH ENTRY   EAST ENTRY   SOUTH ENTRY  WELCOME CENTER  HEAD GREETER  

Tyler Lux Gary & Karen 
Watson  

Carrie Braden Carol Creed Carrie Braden 
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 Who in their wildest dreams could have imagined what we as a nation, community 

and church are going through at this time. It is mind boggling to me how something like the Coro-

navirus can have such a devastating effect on everything. Who would have thought that the most 

important thing in the store is toilet paper?  

But regardless of how this all plays out, and how long our lives will be disrupted, we as be-

lievers know who is in control and we are not to worry about things we cannot control. “Do not 
worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God.”, Philippians 4:6-7. Andy and Jon have been working hard to fig-

ure out how to best meet the needs of our church family during these unfamiliar times. Andy has 

put out a COVID-19 Response to guide our people on how our church is to continue to serve our 

people, and how we can continue to meet each other’s needs and support the church’s needs as 

well.  Jon has updated the church’s website with news and links to keep everyone informed. He 

has also set up a new Facebook page exclusively for Life Groups, Sunday School classes, students 

and children so that teachers and leaders can post information to their class or group.  Even 

though we cannot meet as we are accustomed, please try to stay in contact with each other and 

help each other as needs arise. Remember, the Sunday morning worship service will continue to 

be live on WJBD radio and on Facebook. Also, remember that even though we are not meeting, 

the church’s needs and expenses go on. We should not be negligent in making our tithes and of-

ferings during these times. You can do that on-line (Jon has a video on Facebook showing you 

how to do that), or by mail. 

Most of all, we need to be an example to those around us. As Christians we are to let our 

light shine! “You are the light of the word. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on a stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16.  

Blessing, 

Dale Helpingstine 

Chairman of the Deacons 

Dale Helpingstine, Deacon Chairman 

  In 1799, when the armies of Napoleon were sweeping over the Continent, Massena suddenly appeared on the 
heights above the town of Feldkirch at the head of 18,000 men. It was Easter Day, and the rays of the rising sun 
glittered on the weapons of the French, as they appeared drawn up on the hills to the west of the town. The town 
council were hastily called together to consult what was to be done. To defend the town was out of the question. 
What, then, were they to do? 

After much discussion, the old Dean of the Church rose and said, "My brothers, it is Easter Day! We have been 
reckoning our own strength, and that fails. Let us turn to God. Ring the bells and have services as usual, and leave the 
matter in God's hands." 

They agreed to do as he said. Then from the church towers in Feldkirch there rang out joyous peals in honor of 
the Resurrection, whilst the streets were full of worshipers hastening to the house of God. 

The French heard the sudden clanging of the joy-bells with surprise and alarm, and concluding that the Austrian 
army had arrived to relieve the place, Massena suddenly broke up his camp, gave the order to march, and before the 
bells had ceased ringing not a Frenchman was to be seen. 

—Walter Baxendale 
 

Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations: Signs of the Times. 
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April 05 . . . . . . . Bring a Friend/Easter Fun Night! 

April 12 . . . . . . . He is Risen/No Club! 

April 19 . . . . . . . Final Book Night! 

   April 26 . . . . . . .  End of the Year Celebration Night! 

 



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 
 
 

  1 
 
Mentoring Program  
3-6PM 
Fellowship Meal 
6PM Bible Study  
7PM Prayer Meeting 

2 3 

 

4 

5 
  
 

 
 
5:00 PM Awana 
Bring a 
Friend/Easter Fun 
Night! 

6 

 

6AM Morning  
Prayer  Meeting 

9:30 AM WMU  

 

7 8 
 
Mentoring Program  
3-6PM 
Fellowship Meal 
6PM Bible Study  
7PM Prayer Meeting 
    Deacon’s Meeting 

9 

 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
No Awana Club 

13 
 

 
 

 

American Heritage 
Girls Meeting   
5:30-7:30 

14 
 

15 
Mentoring Program  
3-6PM 
Fellowship Meal  
6PM Bible Study  
7PM  Prayer Meeting 

16 
 
 

17 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 PM Awana 
Final Book Night! 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

 

22 
2PM Manor at the 
Woods 
Mentoring Program  
3-6PM 
Fellowship Meal 
6PM Bible Study  
7PM  Prayer Meeting  

23 

 
 

24 25 

26 

Baby Shower for Liz 
DeWitt 2PM 
 

5:00 PM Awana  
End of the Year 
Celebration!! Ken 
Schultz 6PM 

27 

 

 

American Heritage 
Girls Meeting   
5:30-7:30 

28 

 

29 
 
Mentoring Program  
3-6PM 
Fellowship Meal  
6PM Bible Study  
7PM  Prayer Meeting 

30 

 

 

Wee Learn & Play 
Graduation 
6:30PM 
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Kathy Meador 
Landrey Rose 
Karen Wilkerson 
Frank Richards 
Jody Kuder 
Lisa Smith 
Myron Lloyd 
Vivian Petrea 
Nancy Stallard 
Liz DeWitt 
Judy Bundy 
Steve Farley 
Al Simmons 

Jackson Lingafelter 
Bev Smith 
Terry Word 
Cheyenne Thompson 
Mike Page 
Gena Farley 
Andrew Dice 
Matthew Shockley 
Connie Smith 
Carol Tate 
Earline Kohrig 
Kory Keele 
Ashley Bachman 
 

April  01 
April  02 
April  04 
April  05 
April  08 
April  09 
April  10 
April  10 
April  10 
April  10 
April  13 
April  14 
April  15 
 

April  16 
April  16 
April  16 
April  18 
April  19 
April  19 
April  20 
April  21  
April  22 
April  23 
April  25 
April  26 
April  26 
 

2020 



721 W Main Street 

Salem, IL 62881 

   Phone:    618-548-4060 

   Fax:         618-548-6039 

 

   Website:  Salemfbc.org 

Our Vision 

The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family 

Of committed believers with an increasing 

•Passion for God •Passion for People •Passion to Serve 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 4:00 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

Friday 9:00—12:00 Noon 

Closed Friday after noon 

Sunday Morning and Evening 

8:30—9:20 AM Café Agape - Donuts & Coffee 

9:00—9:30 AM Media Center Open 

           9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 

           9:40 AM Nursing Home Ministry 

        10:45  AM Morning Worship 

5:00—7:00 PM AWANA (Fall—Spring) 

           Youth 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Dr. Andy DeWitt Pastor 

Jon Bell Associate Pastor 

Rick Meador Financial Secretary 

Glenda Lipe                               Secretary  

Kevin Keele Maintenance and Security 

Judy Bundy Organist 

Joyce Scrivner Pianist 

Deanna Buerster Minister to Children 

 

Wednesday Evening 

3:00 PM Franklin Park Mentoring Program 

5:00 PM Wednesday Night Supper 

 (Fall-Spring) 

5:00 PM               Women’s Chronological Bible                               
 Study 

5:30—6:00 PM Media Center Open 

6:00—7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 

 Praise Team Rehearsal, 

                             Nursery 

 CIA, Mission Friends (Fall-Spring) 

7:00 PM               Evening Prayer Meeting 

 Join Us . . . 

Sundays  

8:30 –9:20 AM 

In the 
Fellowship Hall 

 
We serve bagels with 

cream cheese, donuts, 
fresh fruit, coffee, juice 

and milk. 

  


