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For unto you is born 

this day in the City 

of David a Saviour, 

which is Christ the 

Lord.  Luke 2:11 

 



                                                                 Pastor, 

                                                         Dr. Andy DeWitt 
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Dear Church Family, 

 

Merry Christmas!  These two words seem to melt the coldest of hearts.  There are feel-good movies on the 

Hallmark Channel.  Christmas season specials will be airing like A Christmas Carol, The Grinch Who Stole Christmas, 

The Little Drummer Boy, Rudolph  and many others. Most people will greet others with a smile and a friendly 

greeting who may not be so jovial during other times of the year.  Many are moved to be a bit more generous and 

concerned with the plight of others.  Christmas, although it is often cold temperature wise, is a delightful time of the 

year. 

Of course, the passage in Luke 2 will become a little more special.  Who could forget Linus’ answer to Charlie 

Brown’s question about Christmas?  Linus quotes the Christmas story (account) from Luke 2.   

The announcement of the angels to the shepherds is intriguing.  Why? You ask.  The shepherds during this 

time period were socially the lowest of the low.  Perhaps they were men that society didn’t notice.  A fairly strong 

case can be made that these shepherds could have been much younger.  In either case this is not the type of people 

who had any influence, no political power (or any other power for that matter).  These were nobody’s—the kind of 

people who would go unnoticed by most everyone.  The first people to receive the angel’s announcement of the 

most important birth in history was made to these “nobodies.”  This revels to us something; it shows us that posi-

tion, power, might, titles are of no concern to the Lord.  He notices and cares for those that other people overlook 

and forget.  When Hagar fled because of mistreatment from Sarah, God saved her from certain death (Genesis 16).  

After her encounter with the Angel of the LORD, she refers to the LORD as “the God who sees me.”  Christmas may 

not be as joyful this year as it has in past years.  If this is you, understand that Lord is the God who sees you. 

 

An I conclude with the words that Linus quotes: 

 

8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
 9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and  
 they were sore afraid. 10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
 great joy, which shall be to all people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
 Christ the Lord. 12And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, ly-
 ing in a manger. 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,  and 
 aying,  14Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. (KJV) 

 

To you and yours, MERRY CHRISTMAS!!! 

      Grace and peace. 

      Andy 



Associate Pastor,   Jon Bell 
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Continuing in Prayer 

Over this last month we had the incredible blessing of a prayer conference led by Dr. Chris Scofield. I 
have had many of you tell me how much this conference meant to you and our church. Even though the confer-
ence is over, we need to continue in an attitude of prayer with prayers of humility and faith before the throne of 
God. 

In many ways the times that we live in and the world around us are decomposing right in front of us and 
the church is rotting away on the inside as well. Even with all of the evil, there are some bright spots that give 
me hope, and I hope they will give you hope as well. 

As an example of one of these bright spots please read what Franklin Graham wrote this about Kanye 
West (former gangster rapper and current reality TV personality) on November 12. 

 “I’m thrilled to read Kanye West is using his testimony of what God has done in his life to point people to Jesus 
Christ. He shares that God has called him to hold Sunday Service Experiences w/music & the preaching of 
God’s Word. This is reaching a whole new group of people. Kanye West also has a new album called Jesus Is 
King & is doing what he believes, even if it goes against the liberal beliefs of most in the entertainment industry. 
Pray that he will keep his eyes focused on Jesus & that God would guide & protect him.” 

 The experiences Graham wrote about are crusade like, with 5,000 – 20,000 people attending each ex-
perience and thousands coming to faith.  Now, Jesus does not need Kanye, Kanye needs Jesus. Even still, Je-
sus loves him and can use a man like Kanye, if he is repentant. He can use Kanye and anyone who will humble 
themselves, pray, seek His face, and turn from evil. He can do the same with us and our church if we will 
prayerfully seek Him with all humility and turn from our sins. 

 We always need to note that, “my people,” in the verse we so often quote for revival, 2 Chronicles 7:14, 
does not mean people who do not know God. The people God is talking about in 2 Chronicles and throughout 
Scripture are His people. At the time 2 Chronicles was written God’s people were the people of Israel, today it is 
the Church because we are grafted into Israel. If the Church will seek God and turn away from evil, then God 
will hear us and heal us. We far too often want to point a finger at people who don’t even know God, when the 
real problem is the people who claim to know God. 

I also often hear people say, “well it’s going to get worse before Jesus comes back.” Ok, but that should cause 
us to have an even greater desire to repent. None of us, know the day or the time, but God does say that we 
(His people) must be ready. What we do know based on His Word, are His promises, and His promise to hear 
us and heal us are just as real today as they were when Solomon was used to build the temple. God will heal 
us, His Word says so, if we will prayerfully seek Him with humility and turn from evil. And if Christ shall return, 
which He will at some point, His return will be the ultimate healing for those who have humbled themselves, 
sought His face and turned from evil.  

https://twitter.com/kanyewest
https://twitter.com/kanyewest
https://twitter.com/hashtag/JesusIsKing?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/JesusIsKing?src=hashtag_click
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Your Librarian 

Sharon Dennis  

Have you seen the real Jesus - a working man 

with dirty fingernails and sweaty brow? The 

helpless baby, born in a dirty stable, and to-

tally dependent upon his teenaged mother? 

Travel back in time and relive Christ the Son 

of God becoming man as God Came Near. In 

this stunning work, Max Lucado invites you 

to comprehend Jesus' humanity through this 

insightful perspective of Christ's life. Fea-

tures a reader's guide for personal reflection 

or group discussion. A wonderful gift for  

         seekers! 

Minn of the Mississippi is an illustrated chil-
dren's book by Holling C. Holling. Though 
short, it is more a novel than a picture book. 
First published in 1951, it received the New-
bery Honor award the next year. The book tells 
the story of a snapping turtle that hatches 
near the headwaters of the Mississippi River.   

The adventures of a three-legged snapping tur-
tle as she travels from the headwaters to the 
mouth of the Mississippi River illustrate the 
life cycle of the turtle and the geography, 
history, geology, and climate of the river.  

               

 

      

     We are missing  

     this book from  

            the library.  

Library 
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    Announcements/Poems 

The 19 ladies attending the November 4th 
meeting enjoyed a Thanksgiving meal as well 
as a great evening of fellowship. 
 
During the time of missionary updates, the 

ladies were blessed with a visit with Amanda Tyler in Brazel.  
Lacey Bell provided the opportunity via her phone and face 
time.  Amanda shared an update on the progress of her hus-
band, Jeremy since his life threatening injuries.   The ladies 
were able to have a time of prayer and encouragement with 
Amanda. 
 
The next meeting will be Monday, December 2nd at 6:00PM in 
the Fellowship Hall.  The ladies are requested to each bring 
finger foods that they normally would prepare for Christmas 
parties.  Our special speaker for the evening is a foreign mis-
sionary serving in the Middle East and will be sharing how God 
is working in their ministry.  This will be a wonderful oppor-
tunity to hear first hand how our support of Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering is assisting our missionaries to serve and spread 
the gospel.  Our goal for Lottie Moon Christmas Offering this 
year is $12,000.  Don’t miss the opportunity to hear how we 

can be part of spreading God’s word through out the nations. 

Mary’s Child 
 

Mary’s Child—Gods greatest gift to man, 
Little stranger, Mary’s Child, 

Sweet little baby boy, so tender and mild.  
Born in a manger— 
Sweet little stranger 

Sweet little baby, so tender and mild. 
God’s own Son, our gift of love 

Mary’s child, God’s greatest gift to man. 
Sent to us from heaven above. 

Sweet little stranger– Mary’s Child 
Sweet little baby boy, so tender and mild. 

God’s greatest gift of love  
Sent to us from heaven above. 

 
by Carrie Braden 

“No Other” 

 

No other name 

Will ever do 

No other name  

But Jesus 

 

No other ways 

No other love 

How blest we are  

He patiently waits 

 

The world around me 

Spinning in all directions, 

But You are in control 

And I have high connections 

 

Your Presence lives within us 

Guiding us thru each day  

Search deep into His scripture  

There is no other way. 

By Bev Smith 

We would like to thank our 

church family for the food, 

prayers, cards and visits after 

my surgery.  A Special Thank 

you to Pastor Andy and Pas-

tor Jon for being there for us. 

We are so blessed with our 

church family.   

Love, Ronnie & Myra Donoho 

We would like to express 

our appreciation to every-

one for the love, prayers, 

cards, food and other acts 

of kindness we received 

during the loss of my 

daughter. 

Love, Neva Isett Family  

We would like to thank you for your kind 

expression of sympathy but, mostly for your 

love and prayers. 

The family of Cindy Webb  

 

A Great Big Gospel Thank You to Charlene Eidson and  

Mechelle Paulson for all their hard work on my behalf, during 

my recent 6 week hospital stay. 

Betty J. Canon 
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DATE GREETER ON CALL SECURITY 

December 01 Gerald Purcell Roy Rodgers Tyler Lux 

December 08 Larry Blankenship Greg Strother Ken Smith 

December 15 Myron Lloyd Jon Wieldt Ronnie Donoho 

December 22 Roy Rodgers Gary Watson Dale Helpingstine 

December 29 Ken Smith Larry Blankenship Greg Strother 

DATE SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR  BUTTERFLIES LADY BUGS 

December 01 J. Held & B. Lingafelter S. Dennis & D. Bundy L. DeWitt & T. Huffhine 

December 08 C. Braden & M. Donoho L. Bell & E. Dice S. Rose & J. Purcell 

December 15 
A. Simmons &   

E. Blankenship 

S. Murfin &  

A. Hardcastle  

U. Smith &  

S. Peradotti  

December 22 M. Ortiz & M. Tabor D. Reed & B. Helpingstine 
G. Hampton &  

P. Hampton  

December 29 A.  Hays &  A.  Hays S. Salliotte & A. Trammel S. Wieldt 

DATE TEACHER LESSON  

December 01 Deanna Buerster/Nancy Stallard Christmas Rehearsal for 4 yr. old– 6th grade 

December 08 Deanna Buerster/Nancy Stallard Christmas Rehearsal for 4 yr. old– 6th grade 

December 15 Deanna Buerster/Nancy Stallard Christmas Rehearsal for 4 yr. old– 6th grade 

December 22 Deanna Buerster No Children’s Church 

December 29 Deanna Buerster No Children’s Church 

DATE VOLUNTEER PIANIST 

December 01 Dallas Bundy.  Lynette Wiedle  

December 08 Ken Smith Judy Bundy 

December 15 Karen Watson Neva Isett 

December 22 Mark Tabor Kathy King 

December 29 Ken Smith Neva Isett 

Manor at Salem Woods—441 Hotze Rd, Salem:  
Faye Wood #103  
 
Twin Wllows—1600 N Broadway:   
Donna Shoemaker 
 
Odin Care Center 300 Green St.:    
Earline Kohrig 
 
Doctors Nursing Home 1201 Hawthorn Rd:  
Sadie Word Room 302 Bed #1  
Betty Cannon 

KAEDAN’S HELPERS  

December 01 Vernon Wiedle 

December 08 Janet Smith  

December 15 Dina Reed  

December 22 Karen Watson 

December 29 Vernon Wiedle 

   North Entry      East Entry     South Entry  Welcome Center    Head Greeter  

Tyler Lux Carol Creed Myra Donoho Ronnie Donoho Ronnie Donoho 
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                                           PRAY WITH THANKSGIVING IN OUR HEARTS 

 What a marvelous time of Thanksgiving, this year 2019! The Lord is always good to do His part in giving our needs
( and some of our wants).  Our individual families and our church family are always amazing to share good times 
and good eats.   
  
Let's look to James 1:5, what a supreme promise here. "If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him."  The next verse says when you ask, you must be-
lieve, and not doubt.   
 
This leads us to Philippians 4:6, "Do not be anxious about anything but in everything by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your request to God." We have been given the invitation to engage in prayer for revival by Dr. 
J. Chris Schofield recently.  We should all take personal this message to engage ourselves for God's glory.  We can 
do this! 
 
Have a special, wonderful Christ child celebration! See you soon in the House of Prayer to worship the King. 
 
Praying for you,  
Greg 

Greg Strother, Deacon Chairman  

Salem First Baptist Church 

Constitution and Bylaws Committee Report 

November 21, 2019 

 
At the January, 2020 church business meeting, the Constitution and Bylaws Committee shall  propose the following changes in 

the Constitution and Bylaws of Section VI—Finance Committee  (Counting Committee) and Section VI—Quorum.  

 

Section VI—Finance Committee 

  

Present Reading  

Counting Committee 

 

This committee shall consist of six (6) members with one (1) substitute, nominated by the leadership committee and elected by the 

church for a three- (3) year term to perform the collection counting duties.  Such duties are counting all offerings, receipts and 

completing deposit reports.  The six- (6) members shall be divided into two (2) groups of three (3) members, who will count by 

alternating weeks.  A minimum of three (3) must be present to count.  Members may call the substitute or a member of the other 

group to count for them.  The members of the committee shall elect the chairperson annually.  Members of this committee may 

succeed themselves.   

 

Proposed Reading 

Counting Team 

 

This team shall consist of eight (8) members, nominated by the finance committee and elected by the church for a three- (3) year 

term to perform the collection counting duties.  Such duties are counting all offerings, receipts and completing deposit reports.  

The eight- (8) members shall be divided into two (2) groups of four (4) members, who will count by alternating weeks.  A mini-

mum of three (3) must be present to count.  Members may call a member of the other group to count for them.  The members of 

the team shall elect a chairperson annually.  Members of this team may succeed themselves.   

 

Section VI—Quorum 

 

Present Reading 

A quorum consists of forty (40) members attending the business meeting, provided it is a regular meeting or one that has been 

properly called. 

 

Proposed Reading  

A quorum consists of thirty (30) members attending the business meeting, provided it is a regular meeting or one that has been 

properly called. 
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December  1 . . . . . . .  No Club - Thanksgiving 

December 8 . . . . . . . Wear Something Christmas 

December 15 . . . . . . . Celebrate Jesus Night 

December 22 . . . . . . . Christmas Break 

December 29 . . . . . . Christmas Break 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 

 
 
 
 
No Awana due to 
Thanksgiving 

2 
 
6:00AM Morning 
Prayer  

6:00PM WMU  

 3 

 

 

4 

Mentoring Program 
3PM 
Fellowship Meal 
Cowboy beans 
Corn bread 
“This Hope” Christ-
mas Concert 6:30 

5 
 
Pregnancy Care 
Center Christmas 
Party 6PM 

6 

God’s Warriors 
Christmas Party 

3-8PM 

7 

Children’s Christ-
mas Rehearsal 
and Party  9:00-
10:30 Practice  
10:30 t200 Party 

8 
  
 

 
 
 
 
5:00 PM Awana  
Wear Something 
Christmas! 

9 

 

 

 

American Heritage 
Girls Meeting   
5:30-7:30 

10 11 
 
Mentoring Program 
3PM 
Fellowship Meal 
Beef Stroganoff, 
Parsley Potatoes and 
Vegetables 
Children’s Christmas 
Program 6:30 PM 

12 

 

Widow & Widower  
Banquet at 6PM 
 

13 

 

14 

 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:00 PM Awana  
Celebrate Jesus 
Night! 

16 
 

 

17 
 

18 
Mentoring Program 
3PM 
Fellowship Meal 
Chicken Tenders 
French Fries 
6:00PM Bible Study  
7:00PM Evening 
Prayer Meeting 

19 
 
 
 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Awana Christmas 
Break 

23 24 

Christmas Eve 

Service 5PM 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Merry Christmas 

26 

 
 

27 28 

29 

 
 
 
 

Awana Christmas 
Break 

30 

 

 

 

 

31 

 

 

 
   

Ruth Sternberg 
Gayla Wilkerson 
Ross Rollinson 
Genny Ruth Bell 
Catie Smith 
Ryland Sands 
Jeanie McGraw 
Ute Smith 
Deanna Buerster 
G. Emil Nattier II 
Kay Rodgers 
Patsie Shipley 

Ashelynn Henry 
Dale Helpingstine 
Destiny Albert 
Donna Keele 
Michael Pugh 
Shelby Peradotti 
Carol Daniels 
Jack Page 
Carol Creed 
Myra Donoho 
Paula Strother 
Brandi Zbindene 
Janet Wayman 

December    02 
December    03 
December    04 
December    04 
December    05 
December    08 
December    09 
December    09 
December    11 
December    11 
December    14 
December    14 
December    15 

December    18 
December    19 
December    21 
December    22 
December    22 
December    23 
December    24 
December    25 
December    27 
December    28 
December    29 
December    31 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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721 W Main Street 

Salem, IL 62881 

   Phone:    618-548-4060 

   Fax:        618-548-6039 

 

    Website:  Salemfbc.org 

Our Vision 

The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family 

Of committed believers with an increasing 

•Passion for God  •Passion for People •Passion to Serve 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 4:00 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

Friday 9:00—12:00 Noon 

Closed Friday after noon 

Sunday Morning and Evening 

8:30—9:20 AM Café Agape - Donuts & Coffee 

9:00—9:30 AM Media Center Open 

          9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 

          9:40 AM Nursing Home Ministry 

       10:45  AM Morning Worship 

 5:00—7:00 PM AWANA (Fall—Spring) 

           Youth 

CHURCH STAFF 

Dr. Andy DeWitt Pastor 

Jon Bell Associate Pastor 

Rick Meador Financial Secretary 

Glenda Lipe                               Secretary  

Kevin Keele Maintenance and Security 

Judy Bundy Organist 

Joyce Scrivner Pianist 

Deanna Buerster Minister to Children 

Merry Christmas  

from the Church Staff! 

Wednesday Evening 

3:00 PM Franklin Park Mentoring Program 

5:00 PM Wednesday Night Supper 

 (Fall-Spring) 

5:00 PM               Women’s Chronological Bible                               
 Study 

5:30—6:00 PM Media Center Open 

6:00—7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 

 3D Youth, Praise Team Rehearsal, 

  Nursery 

 CIA, Mission Friends (Fall-Spring) 

 Join Us . . . 

Sundays  

8:30 –9:20 AM 

In the 
Fellowship Hall 

 
We serve bagels with 

cream cheese, donuts, 
fresh fruit, coffee, juice 

and milk. 


