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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 

he is a new creation; old things 

have passed away, and look, 

new things have come.   

II Corinthians 5:17 



                                                                 Pastor, 

                                                         Dr. Andy DeWitt 
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Dear Church, 

 When I was growing up in the 1970s, one of my favorite TV shows was “Hawaii Five 0.”  The theme music is 

unforgettable—the jet wheels barking blue smoke on the runway—I will always remember (I’m referring not to the 

remake, but the series in which Jack Lord played Steve McGarrett).  There was also the scene of the Polynesian men 

rowing vigorously in a boat, fighting against the Hawaiian ocean waves.  Think about this picture for a moment.  In 

order for the boat to move the correct direction, the men who were rowing had to work together, rowing in the 

same direction. 

 

 Any organized effort must consist of those involved to cooperate together in order to move in the correct 

direction.  This is true whether we are thinking of a ball team, a musical band or orchestra, a business, and even a 

church.  In today’s culture, which has shifting values, this is challenging to say the least.   

 

 In order to understand what direction a church is to move, it’s imperative that we understand the priorities 

that should be embraced.  There are many diverse ministries that can fit under the priorities of the early church in 

Acts.  (If we want to know what a church is to be about, we should look at what the early church did.)  So, what 

were the priorities of the early church?  We find them in Acts 2:42. 

 

 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 

prayers” (NKJV).   

 

 Let’s look a little more closely at this verse.  First notice the four priorities.  The apostles’ doctrine (teaching) 

heads up the list.  This is what we find in the New Testament.  The apostles were given the task of teaching people 

the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).  So, the first priority is the study of and obedience to the teaching that we 

have in the New Testament.  The second priority is fellowship.  This is not what takes place at a potluck meal.  This 

“fellowship” means participation in the lives of other believers and their participation in your life.  It is sharing each 

other’s burdens (Ephesians 6:2).  It means weeping with those that weep and rejoicing with those who rejoice.   

 

 The third priority is “in the breaking of bread.”  What does this mean?  Of course, there are different interpre-

tations; however, it most probably is a reference to the Lord’s Supper.  Why?  Because when a church celebrates the 

Lord’s Supper (or communion), it is a time that we, individually and corporately, remember our sin and what Jesus 

did for us dying on the cross.  When Christians observe the Lord’s Supper, it should keep fresh in our minds what 

God has done for us in Christ. 

 

 The fourth priority is “prayers.”  Not simple one type of prayer, but all kinds of prayer:  prayer for God’s glory, 

for the lost, for each other, for strength, for faithfulness to the Lord, etc.  It’s all to easy to allow other things (even 

good things) to crowd out the most important things.  By the way, look at this verse again (acts 2:42) and ask your-

self, “Are these my priorities?” If not, then these should be your New Year’s resolutions. 

 

 Finally, note a couple of descriptive words that Luke uses to describe how the first Christians practiced these 

priorities.  They “continued steadfastly.”  This wasn’t “hit and miss,” it was a pattern of life:  day after day, month after 

month, year after year.  We are on the threshold of 2020—may God sharpen of focus as we live out His priorities for 

the church, for Christians! 

 

         Following Him, 
         Andy 



Associate Pastor,   Jon Bell 
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Praise God for the Year We Just Had 

 This year: 

•      You gave over $86,000 outside the church for God’s Word to spread. 

•      We were also able to stay over budget all year within the church because of your giving. 

•      We have been able to see an Inclusive Playground become much closer to a reality because of your support. 

•      We were able to make sure that 170 children overseas get a Christmas gift and hear the Gospel through Operation       
Christmas Child. 

•      Many of you have sacrificed your time and efforts to help others. 

•      When we lost some beloved members, you were there for their families. 

•      You helped children who needed a good example through AWANA and the Franklin Park Mentor Program. 

•      We had one of our best VBS ever. 

•      Many of you helped pack over 500 care packages for our military. 

•      We continued to help Franklin Park students have food for the weekend by supporting Salem Ministerial Alliance            
Power Packs Program. 

•      We helped keep the Salem Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry stocked and served with the Food Pantry. 

•      Many of you helped with the building projects of Mission Salem. 

•      You also supported Disaster Relief efforts through your prayers and service. 

•      We were able to start a new class for college students. 

•      We were able to see our young adults’ classes, our children’s department and our special needs class grow. 

•      We reached over 631 homes in Salem though our door to door outreach efforts. 

•      We were able to see a wide age range of new believers which is always a great sign. 

•      The list goes on…Thank You! 

  

We have hope for the future and our hope is all because of Jesus. 

As we begin this new year, let us keep our focus on our Lord and Savior and praise Him for the year we just had!  
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Your Librarian 

Sharon Dennis  

“She moved slowly along the streets, her face set, Chinese gown dirty 

and smeared with blood, yet with an authority which even the local 

soldiers recognized as she rapped out commands which they instantly 

obeyed. She seemed the one person who knew what to do, and they 

responded with relief that someone was in control. Not for hours did a 

tear come to her eyes, and then what brought it was the sight of an old 

man hugging a little girl of about three years old. He brought it to her, 

begging her to save her, but one look, and Gladys saw the child was 

dead. She shook her head sadly, and as others crowded around for help 

the old man went wailing away, still hugging the precious little body. 

Gladys felt something come up in her own throat, a sob forcing its way 

out at last… 

 

This is one of the scenes from the dramatic and compelling story of 

Gladys Aylward, “The Small Woman” whose life was immortalized in the 

movie “The Inn of Sixth Happiness.  

 The stories in Adventures in Other Lands 
will introduce boys and girls to friends in 11 
different foreign countries.  As they read or 
listen to the stories, youngsters will gain a 
new understanding of life in these countries.  
They will also learn something about how the 
gospel message comes to the children who live 
there, what obstacles make accepting Christ dif-
ficult, and what happens when a child becomes a 
Christian.  Each story presents a different 
phase of the work of making Christ known around 
the world, although missionaries do not appear 
in all stories. 

           

     We are 
     missing 
     this book 
     from the 
     library.  

Library News/Trustees Report 

 

Trustees Report 

The trustees would like to thank Susan Wieldt and Tom Reed for serving on the trustees committee for the 

last three years.  (well done)  They will be replaced by Debbie Dodd and Dallas Bundy for the next three 

years. 

The trustees would like to thank Dallas on the dedication and the completion of the work on the belle tower 

that has been leaking for some time. With this last effort, we have no leaks.  We also want to thank our 

church family for your patience during this time. 

There was a tree next to our playground that was dead, and a safety issue to our children.  Thanks to Steve 

Smith for the removal of the tree. 

The trustees have reorganized for the year of 2020: 

Chairman  Dallas Bundy   Budget Development  Chairman of Trustees 

Vice Chairman  Larry Dodd   Personnel Committee  Vernon Wiedle 

Secretary   Debbie Dodd   Constitution-By-Laws  Wheat Jackson 

Church Council Chairman of Trustees  Trustees Bus Committee  Gary Watson 

      Trustees Kitchen Committee  Debbie Dodd  

The trustees would like to wish you all a Happy New Year. 

Chairman of Trustees,  Larry Dodd 
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    Announcements/Poems 

The ladies attending the December 2nd 
meeting enjoyed an evening of fellow-
ship and a variety of delicious food.  
They also were blessed as they listened 
to an international missionary share of 
her life and her families while serving  

in the Middle East.  Since we are in the middle of the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering emphasis, her sharing 
was a great time to hear how our giving enables her 
family to minister.  Our Lottie Moon Offering goal this 
year is $12,000 and as of this writing we are half way in 
reaching it.  A huge thanks to those who helped in any 
way to provide 172 Operation Christmas Child Boxes, 
gifts for God’s Warrior Class Christmas bags and for 
helping with other needs for Christmas. 
Just a reminder that our next Women on Mission meet-
ing will be on Jan. 6th at 9:30 AM.  This time will re-
main until warm weather and we will return to a night 
meeting.  

The Lord Is With Me 
 

The Lord is with me; 
He’s always near 

To give me strength 
And ease my fear. 

 
Though I may struggle 
And sometimes I fall 

He loves me completely 
In spite of it all. 

 
The Lord is with me; 
I bask in His glow! 

His glory surrounds me 
His greatness I know. 

 
By Carrie Braden 

 

“My Holy Spirit” 

Speaking to me 

Guiding me 

Through each day 

What more can I say 

 

You know my needs 

Which are many 

This being your reason 

For sharing with me 

Your Holy Spirit 

 

I thank you for such 

Love and caring 

Without you 

I could not make it 

 

You make me strong when I am 
weak 

 

By Bev Smith 

Friday, January 3rd at 9AM we 

will be taking down the Christ-

mas  decorations!  Everyone is 

invited to come and help us ! 

A great big Thank you             

to Kathie Bumper!  

 

Ladies Chronological 
Bible Study  

If you would like to 
read the Bible through 
this next year, please 
contact Paula Strother 

at (618)548-0132 
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DATE GREETER ON CALL SECURITY 

January 05 Roy Rodgers Gary Watson Tyler Lux 

January 12 Jon Wieldt Myron Lloyd Ronnie Donoho 

January 19 Greg Strother Ken Smith Dale Helpingstine 

January 26 Gary Watson Larry Blankenship Jon Wieldt 

DATE SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR  BUTTERFLIES LADY BUGS 

January 05 A. Simmons &  E. Blankenship S. Murfin &  A. Hardcastle  U. Smith & S. Peradotti  

January 12 M. Ortiz & M. Tabor D. Reed & B. Helpingstine G. Hampton & P. Hampton  

January 19 A.  Hays &  A.  Hays S. Salliotte & A. Trammel S. Wieldt & U. Smith 

January 26 J. Held & B. Lingafelter S. Dennis & D. Bundy L. DeWitt & T. Huffhine 

DATE TEACHER LESSON  

January 05 Deanna Buerster/Kay & Roy First Things Firstt 

January 12 Deanna Buerster The Journey Begin 

January 19 Deanna Buerster Know What To Look For 

January 26 Deanna Buerster No Children’s Church 

DATE VOLUNTEER PIANIST 

January 05 Dallas Bundy.  Lynette Wiedle  

January 12 Ken Smith Judy Bundy 

January 19 Karen Watson Neva Isett 

January 26 Mark Tabor Kathy King 

Manor at Salem Woods—441 Hotze Rd, Salem:  
Faye Wood #103  
 
Twin Wllows—1600 N Broadway:   
Donna Shoemaker 
 
Odin Care Center 300 Green St.:    
Earline Kohrig 
Betty Cannon 

 
Doctors Nursing Home 1201 Hawthorn Rd:  
Sadie Word Room 302 Bed #1  

KAEDAN’S HELPERS  

January 05 Vernon Wiedle 

January 12 Janet Smith  

January 19 Dina Reed  

 January 26 Karen Watson 

 NORTH ENTRY   EAST ENTRY   SOUTH ENTRY  WELCOME CENTER  HEAD GREETER  

Kyle Rose Sharon Dennis Ronnie Donoho Myra Donoho Ronnie Donoho 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Can it be 2020 already?  Being an older guy, as I am, I can remember taking my fiancé to a Drive-In Movie not far from my brother’s house in 

Kansas City.  The movie name seemed very futuristic.  If you’ve seen it, it was a very “Far Out”, unrealistic show.  If you wish to see it again that’s 

okay, but I never have wanted to . . .   It’s “2001:  A Space Odyssey”. 

The Lord wishes me to urge people to pray, and pray more.   And I thank you all for an interesting and Blessed 2019 year!  There are many good 

memories of special “God things” happening at our church.  And many thanks to Pastors Andy and Jon for their patience and leadership in God’s 

Spirit. (don’t forget to pray for these ministers) 

Please help us all in focusing our prayer to REVIVAL.  Psalm 85:6-7 says, “Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You?  

Show us Your unfailing love, oh Lord, and grant us Your salvation.” 

Oh, did I mention, we should all pray for this Revival. 

  His Love Reigns! 

  Greg  

Greg Strother, Deacon Chairman  2019 

Dale Helpingstine, Deacon Chairman 2020 

Salem First Baptist Church 

Constitution and Bylaws Committee Report 

December 3, 2019 

 

At the January, 2020 church business meeting, the Constitution and Bylaws Committee shall  propose the following changes in church’s 

Bylaws of Article VIII Section IV—Finance Committee  (Counting Committee) and Article III Section VI—Quorum.  

  

Bylaws Article VIII Section IV—Finance Committee 

  

Present Reading  

Counting Committee 

 

This committee shall consist of six (6) members with one (1) substitute, nominated by the leadership committee and elected by the church 

for a three- (3) year term to perform the collection counting duties.  Such duties are counting all offerings, receipts and completing deposit 

reports.  The six- (6) members shall be divided into two (2) groups of three (3) members, who will count by alternating weeks.  A minimum 

of three (3) must be present to count.  Members may call the substitute or a member of the other group to count for them.  The members of 

the committee shall elect the chairperson annually.  Members of this committee may succeed themselves.   

 

Proposed Reading 

Counting Team 

 

This team shall consist of eight (8) members, nominated by the finance committee and elected by the church for a three- (3) year term to 

perform the collection counting duties.  Such duties are counting all offerings, receipts and completing deposit reports.  The eight- (8) mem-

bers shall be divided into two (2) groups of four (4) members, who will count by alternating weeks.  A minimum of three (3) must be pre-

sent to count.  Members may call a member of the other group to count for them.  The members of the team shall elect a chairperson annu-

ally.  Members of this team may succeed themselves.   

 

Bylaws Article III Section VI—Quorum 

Present Reading 

 

A quorum consists of forty (40) members attending the business meeting, provided it is a regular meeting or one that has been properly 

called. 

 

Proposed Reading  

 

A quorum consists of thirty (30) members attending the business meeting, provided it is a regular meeting or one that has been properly 

called. 
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January  5 . . . . . . .  Welcome Back-Bring a Friend-Pizza Supper- 

Coupon for free Frosty! 

January 12 . . . . . . . Crazy Sock Night! 

January 19 . . . . . . . Scarf or Tie Night!  

        January 26 . . . . . . . It’s All Backwards Night! 

 

Operation Christmas Child has been a growing path to spreading the Gospel since 1993 by the Billy Graham 

Evangelistic Association.  What started out to be 28,000 boxes in the first year has grown to nearly 12 million 

boxes each year distributed to children in 193 countries throughout the world.  Pictured are Steve and Janet 

Smith and Gary and Karen Watson.  Steve is a year-round employee of OCC and attends processing plants 

around the country to help in the preparation of sending the boxes, such as the plant in Chicago.  This is only 

one of eight plants spread throughout the US.  Statistically, for each nine boxes received by children, one will 

accept the Lord as a result of the box and the follow up training that follows.   

Our region collected 600,000 boxes!   



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

1 
 

2 
 
 

3 

 

 

9:00 AM—Taking 
down Christmas 
decorations. 

4 

 

5 
  
 

 
4:00 PM Church 
Council Meeting 
5:00 PM Awana  
Pizza Supper and 
a coupon for a free 
Frosty! 
Bring a Friend! 

6 

 

 

 

6:00AM Morning 
Prayer  

9:30 AM WMU  

7 8 
Mentoring Program 
3PM 
Fellowship Meal 
Chicken Tenders and 
Fries 
6:00PM Bible Study  
7:00PM Evening Pray-
er Meeting 
7:00PM Deacon’s 
Meeting 

9 

 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:00 PM Awana  
Crazy Sock Night! 

13 
 

 
 

 

American Heritage 
Girls Meeting   
5:30-7:30 

14 
 

15 
Mentoring Program 
3PM 
Fellowship Meal  
Beef Stroganoff,  Pars-
ley Potatoes and Veg-
etables 
6:00PM Bible Study  
7:00PM Evening Pray-
er Meeting 

16 
 
 
 

17 

 

 

 

 

18 

19 
 
 
 
 

5:00 PM Awana 
Scarf or Tie Night! 

Business Meeting 
7:00 PM 

20 21 

 

22 
2:00PM Manor at the 
Woods 
Mentoring Program 
3PM 
Fellowship Meal  
Chicken & Rice Casse-
role, Mashed potatoes,  
& green beans 
6:00PM Bible Study  
7:00PM Evening Pray-
er Meeting   

23 

 
 

24 25 

26 

 
 
 
 

5:00 PM Awana   
It’s All Backwards 
Night! 

27 

 

 

American Heritage 
Girls Meeting   
5:30-7:30 

28 

 

29 

Mentoring Program 
3PM 
Fellowship Meal  
Spaghetti and Salad 
6:00PM Bible Study  
7:00PM Evening Pray-
er Meeting 

30 31  
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Elijah Trammel 
Bradley Mazanek 
Karen Watson 
Mary Lois Hawkins 
Carrie Braden 
Shanda Word-Runkle 
Annette Hardcastle 
Donna Shoemaker 
Tonya Huffhine 
Isabel Aguilar 
Ken Collier 
Ronnie Donoho 
Avery Runkle 
Susan Murflin 

T. J. Stahl 
Karletta Gray 
Allysa Buerster 
Stacey Lux 
Shelley Rose 
Abriella Sum 
Harry Word 
Ben Lux 
Don Lingafelter 
Tyler Lux 
David Salliotte 
Lynn Kincaid 
Richard Daniels 
Candace Howard 

January     01 
January     02 
January     05 
January     05 
January     05 
January     09 
January     10 
January     11 
January     13 
January     13 
January     13 
January     15 
January     16 
January     17 

January   18 
January   19 
January    21 
January    22 
January    23 
January    25 
January    27 
January    27 
January    28 
January    30 
January    30 
January    30 
January    30 
January    31 

Birthdays 

2020 



721 W Main Street 

Salem, IL 62881 

   Phone:    618-548-4060 

   Fax:        618-548-6039 

 

    Website:  Salemfbc.org 

Our Vision 

The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family 

Of committed believers with an increasing 

•Passion for God •Passion for People •Passion to Serve 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 4:00 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

Friday 9:00—12:00 Noon 

Closed Friday after noon 

Sunday Morning and Evening 

8:30—9:20 AM Café Agape - Donuts & Coffee 

9:00—9:30 AM Media Center Open 

          9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages 

          9:40 AM Nursing Home Ministry 

       10:45  AM Morning Worship 

 5:00—7:00 PM AWANA (Fall—Spring) 

           Youth 

CHURCH STAFF 

Dr. Andy DeWitt Pastor 

Jon Bell Associate Pastor 

Rick Meador Financial Secretary 

Glenda Lipe                               Secretary  

Kevin Keele Maintenance and Security 

Judy Bundy Organist 

Joyce Scrivner Pianist 

Deanna Buerster Minister to Children 

Happy New Year 

from the Church Staff! 

Wednesday Evening 

3:00 PM Franklin Park Mentoring Program 

5:00 PM Wednesday Night Supper 

 (Fall-Spring) 

5:00 PM               Women’s Chronological Bible                               
 Study 

5:30—6:00 PM Media Center Open 

6:00—7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 

 3D Youth, Praise Team Rehearsal, 

  Nursery 

 CIA, Mission Friends (Fall-Spring) 

 Join Us . . . 

Sundays  

8:30 –9:20 AM 

In the 
Fellowship Hall 

 
We serve bagels with 

cream cheese, donuts, 
fresh fruit, coffee, juice 

and milk. 

  


