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Dear Church Family, 

 January of 2020 began like Januarys normally do.  We looked forward to a year with hopes and 
plans that 2020 would be filled with hope and opportunities.  There was; however, sparse talk, somewhat 
random about a virus that had been contained primarily in China.  Like me you probably did not think much 
about it.  But as January gave way to February, it was coming into focus that this might be more than origi-
nally thought. The virus was no longer in China; it was making its way around the world.  About this time, 
it became a political football tossed around to make one party seems better than the other.   

 By the end of March, the pandemic became panic.  Shut down every business and gathering that 
was not essential was ordered by late March and concern about COVID-19 continues to this day.   

 So, what does 2021 hold in store?  Being honest, I have no idea.  The virus will be with us still.  Po-
litical posturing will continue.  And our church, along with other churches, will begin the process of re-
building.  This can be looked at with a degree of pessimism.  I, however, recommend that we look at this as 
a year of opportunity.  As Nehemiah did, burdened to the point of tears, looked at the heap of stones, some 
charred by fire, that had been in piles of rubble for nearly 150 years—responded to God’s leading to rebuild 
the wall around Jerusalem.  Under his leadership and desire to restore Jerusalem, the people did the remark-
able by rebuilding the wall in 52 days.  Why?  Because the people “had the mind to work.”   

 It is my prayer that, even though challenges lay before us, that we, too, have “a mind to work.”  It 
will take effort on our part to rebuild what the virus (and response to the virus) has torn down.  With this in 
mind, I wish to reintroduce a slogan for 2021 that I hope you will adopt as your own individually and cor-
porately as a church body.  The slogan is:  We are part of something great.”  The Great Commission is the 
orders that we have from our King.  The words of Paul capture the significance of these orders: 

 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,  the new 
 has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the min-
 istry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
 their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are 
 ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
 reconciled to God1 

 Do you see what God has told us to do?  We are to be agents of reconciliation, that is, God using us 
(all of us regardless of who we are) to reach out to those in Salem and beyond.  This is for one reason and 
one reason only.  16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life2  Do you have a mind to work?   
          Grace and peace, 

          Andy 

 

1The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (2 Co 5:17–20). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

2The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 3:16). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.2Co5.17&off=0&ctx=him+thus+no+longer.+~17%C2%A0Therefore%2c+if+any
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jn3.16&off=27&ctx=+So+Loved+the+World%0a~16%C2%A0%E2%80%9CFor+h%EF%BB%BFGod+so+lov
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TURNING POINT’S  

BIBLE READING PLAN  

One of the best ways to know God is to become acquainted with the full counsel of His 
written Word. This reading plan will guide you through all 66 books of the Bible in 

the coming year.  

JANUARY 

1 Genesis 1 – 4   11 Genesis 36 – 38   21 Exodus 17 – 20  

2 Genesis 5 – 8   12 Genesis 39 – 41   22 Exodus 21 – 23  

3 Genesis 9 – 12   13 Genesis 42 – 43   23 Exodus 24 – 27  

4 Genesis 13 – 17   14 Genesis 44 – 46   24 Exodus 28 – 30  

5 Genesis 18 – 20   15 Genesis 47 – 50  25 Exodus 31 – 34   

6 Genesis 21 – 23   16 Exodus 1 – 4    26 Exodus 35 – 37    

7 Genesis 24 – 25   17 Exodus 5 – 7    27 Exodus 38 – 40  

8 Genesis 26 – 28   18 Exodus 8 – 10    28 Leviticus 1 – 4  

9 Genesis 29 – 31   19 Exodus 11 – 13    29 Leviticus 5 – 7    

10 Genesis 32 – 35  20 Exodus 14 – 16    30 Leviticus 8 – 10  

         31 Leviticus 11 – 13  
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Your Librarian 

Sharon Dennis  

Library News/Trustees  

 

 TRUSTEES’ REPORT FOR JANUARY 2021 
 

In December, speakers were installed over the Welcome Center and in the secretary’s office so that those 
people working in these areas can hear the worship services.  Those on security duty can now hear both 
worship services.  In the past, only the second Sunday morning worship service could be heard by using 
a radio. 

 

At the January business meeting, new trustees for the 2021 year will be elected.  After the meeting, the 
trustees will organize for the 2021 year.  At this business meeting, the church will be conducting her an-
nual meeting for the corporation and electing her officers.  This annual meeting is held to fulfill the cor-
poration’s obligation by holding at least one business meeting a year.   
 

In December, I thanked Gary Watson and Vernon Wiedle for their work as trustees.  Their term of service 
ended as of December 31, 2020.  I also would like to thank Wheat Jackson for her work as trustee for the 
past two years.  She has resigned as trustee so she can serve on the Personnel Committee.   

 
Dallas Bundy  

Chairman of the Trustees       

"Mark knew his dad left because of him. It was his fault." Mark 
Prescott is sure that's why he and his mom had to move to the 
small town of Odyssey. Oh how he wishes things could return 
to the way they were, before his dad left. Mark hates being a 
newcomer. He's not too thrilled about his only new friend and 
being a girl. That is, until Patti tells him about a time machine 
called The Imagination Station at Whit's End. Mark figures 
that's the answer to all his problems. If he can only go back in 
time to the day his dad left, then Mark is sure he can bring his 
parents back together again. But first he's got to get past the 
time machine's eccentric inventor, John Avery Whittaker, 
"Whit." As Mark's adventures unfold, he learns lessons about 
friendship, responsibility, and living with change.  

After his wife died, Rick Rigsby was ready to give up. The 
bare minimum was good enough. Rigsby was content to go 
through the motions, living out his life as a shell of himself. 
But then he remembered the lessons his father taught him 
years before - something insanely simple, yet incredibly pro-
found. 

These lessons weren’t in advanced mathematics or the se-
crets of the stock market. They were quite straightforward, in 
fact, for Rigsby’s father never made it through third grade. 
But if this uneducated man’s instructions were powerful 
enough to produce a Ph.D. and a judge – imagine what they 
can do for you. 

Join Rigsby as he dusts off time-tested beliefs and finds bril-
liantly simple answers to modern society’s questions. In a 

magnificent testament to the “Greatest Generation” which gave so much and asked so 
little in return, Lessons from a Third Grade Dropout will challenge you while reigniting 
your passion to lead a truly fulfilling life. 
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    Announcements/Poem 
I want to express my appreciation for the kindness shown to me the pass few 

months. 

Blessings to you,   

Shirley Garden 

                    

PSALM 31:14-24 (NIV) 

14 But I trust in you, Lord;  I say, “You are my God.” 

15 My times are in your hands; deliver me from the 
hands of my enemies, from those who pursue me. 

16 Let your face shine on your servant;  save me in 
your unfailing love. 

17 Let me not be put to shame, Lord, for I have cried 
out to you;  but let the wicked be put to shame and 
be silent in the realm of the dead. 

18 Let their lying lips be silenced, for with pride and 
contempt they speak arrogantly against the right-
eous. 

19 How abundant are the good things that you have 
stored up for those who fear you, that you bestow in 
the sight of all, on those who take   refuge in you. 

20 In the shelter of your presence you hide  them 
from all human intrigues;   you keep them safe in 
your dwelling from accusing tongues. 

21 Praise be to the Lord,  for he showed me the won-
ders of his love when I was in a city under siege. 

22 In my alarm said, “I am cut off from your sight!”  
Yet you heard my cry for mercy when I called to you 
for help. 

23 Love the Lord, all his faithful people! 
The Lord preserves those who are true to him, but 
the proud he pays back in full. 

24 Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in 
the Lord. 

 

“What If” 

 

This Christmas is different in many ways 

But, the true meaning is the same. 

God sent His Son, Jesus, 

To Earth to die on a cross for our sins 

 

What if we sit in our chair, 

Bow our heads and talk with God. 

 

What if-we could make a difference 

 

Souls could be restored 

Hurts might be healed  

Nations are strengthened 

Love flourishes 

Forgiveness excels among us 

Prayers are answered 

Blessing are numerous 

Sins are forgiven 

What if- 

 

The pattern has been established 

In the quietness of our surroundings 

Anything is possible with God, 

We belong to Him eternally 

 

Repent, Believe, Prepare 

 

Praying for you, my brothers and sisters 

In Christ this blest Christmas. 

 

By Bev Smith 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/psalm/31/14-24#footnote13
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Manor at Salem Woods—441 Hotze Rd, Salem:  
Faye Wood #103       Mary Anne Rollinson #409 
 
Twin Willows—1600 N Broadway:   
Donna Shoemaker 
 
Odin Care Center – 300 Green St. 
Earline Kohrig 
Fred Fleiss 
 
Centralia Estates -  1916 E McCord St. 
Barbara Phillips #115 

 

Women on Mission  
 
Despite many cancelations caused by the virus this year, our ladies have 
been serving and encouraging others. 
 
We were able to share a monetary Christmas gift with our international mis-
sionary families. 
 
This month we assembled and delivered Christmas bags to our home bound, 
shut-ins and God’s Warrior Sunday School Class. 
 
We thank our Church family for the continued support and encouragement 
shown to our ministry which enables us to serve. 
 
Covid-19 can not prevent us from sharing God’s love! 
 
  
Blessings & Happy New Year, 
Karen Watson 
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By the time you read this the year of 2020 will be nearly over, and some will say it can’t be over soon 
enough.  It has been a year like none of us have ever experienced in our lifetimes. We were blindsided by 
COVID-19. What started as a “normal” year quickly disintegrated into a time of quarantining ourselves 
from one another, social distancing, businesses and restaurants being told they must close, workers being 
told to work from home or worse, being laid off if their jobs couldn’t be done remotely. Churches were told 
they could not have more than 10 people in attendance at a time so we adapted and began “virtual services” 
via Facebook Live and we all watched and listened in to our worship team and Pastor Andy from our 
homes. Then for Easter we did something totally new and had “drive-in” church on our east parking lot. 
This worked pretty well and we continued meeting on the parking lot for several weeks. Finally the gover-
nor said we could go back to in-person services, but we had to check everyone’s temperature and go to two 
services in order to “socially distance” from each other during the services. And this year we will even 
have an outdoor Christmas Eve service rather than cancel this most special service for our church family. 

 Our church family has not gone through this year of COVID-19 unscathed. Many have contracted 
the virus and become seriously ill. Thankfully God has been merciful and most everyone has recovered, but 
not everyone. As I write this, we have lost four loved ones from our church family. Please hold these fami-
lies up in your prayers, but more than that, be there for them in the coming weeks and months as they have 
to adjust to living without their loved ones. 

 As 2020 comes to a close, I want to take this time to say Thank You for allowing me to serve you 
as chairman of the deacons. Over and over again I was amazed and encouraged by this church family’s re-
fusal to give in to COVID-19 by your continued faithfulness in attendance, and giving your tithes and of-
ferings. Many churches cannot say that and have suffered this year. 

 Hopefully 2021 will be a much better year for all of us. Jon Wieldt will be taking my place as chair-
man of the deacons, so keep him in your prayers as he serves our church. Please give him the same support 
and encouragement that you have shown me. And continue to hold Pastor Andy up in your prayers as well 
as he strives to lead this church as God directs. 

  Have a Blessed and Happy New Year. 

  Dale Helpingstine, Deacon Chairman 

 Jon Wieldt, Deacon Chairman 2021 

DATE GREETER ON CALL SECURITY 

Jan. 03 Roy Rodgers Gary Watson Larry Blankenship 

Jan. 10 Jon Wieldt                                 Myron Lloyd                                 Ronnie Donoho 

Jan.17 Greg Strother Ken Smith Jon Wieldt                                 

Jan. 24 Gary Watson Larry Blankenship Dale Helpingstine 

Jan. 31 Gerald Purcell Greg Strother Myron Lloyd                                 
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A BIBLE READING STRATEGY FOR THE NEW YEAR – CHUCK LAWLESS 

1. I purchase a new study Bible each year. A good study Bible is not inexpensive, but it can help you un-
derstand the Word without requiring other devotional resources. Look for one with good introductions to the 
books of the Bible and strong study notes that accompany the text.  If you don’t have a copy, consider the 
Holman Christian Standard Study Bible. 

2. I choose a daily reading plan from an online source. My preference is to follow a plan that includes 
both Old Testament and New Testament readings each day. My goal is to read the entire Bible each year, 
but you may choose a different plan. Be sure to read daily, even if your plan does not take you through the 
whole Bible in a year. 
 
3.  Each year, I prayerfully choose a set of topics to study throughout the year. This step is the one that 
has been most important to me, as these topics guide my reading. In the past, some of these topics have 
been prayer, spiritual warfare, evangelism, and missions. I always remain open to studying other topics as I 
read through the Bible, but I especially watch for texts that speak to my selected themes for the year. 

4.  I purchase a new set of Bible highlighters for the year (preferably Zebrite highlighters that are less 
likely to bleed through Bible pages). I then assign one highlighter color to each of the chosen topics, and I 
note the colors/topics on the inside cover of my Bible. For example, my plan may be to study the topics of ho-
liness, leadership, and the Holy Spirit. Thus, the inside cover of my study Bible would show: 

 Highlights in green: holiness 

 Highlights in pink: leadership 

 Highlights in blue: Holy Spirit 

 +  Highlights in yellow: other topics or notes that just grab my attention during my reading (sometimes these                   
topics become my studies in future years)      

5.  As I read each day, I watch for texts or notes related to the above topics. I highlight the text, pause to 
meditate on it, prayerfully consider how it might apply to my life, and perhaps write a few notes in the margin 
to help me reinforce the application. 

6.  With each highlighted text, I pray briefly in response to what God teaches me. Prayer ought to be 
our natural response when the Word of God becomes so real to us. 

7.  I send a brief email to my accountability partners and my wife to show them what the Lord has 
taught me. That way, they know I’ve read. They know I’m learning. And, perhaps they’ll learn, too. Actually, 
these emails have now evolved into the subscription devotions I now write for this website.  

Here is why this approach works for me. First, it’s a plan; that is, I know each day what I will read. If I wait un-
til that day to determine the reading, it’s too easy to get busy and neglect reading. Second, I enter the text 
excited about what God might show me that day. I don’t always find something related directly to the chosen 
topics, but I can always find something that teaches me (and would thus be highlighted in yellow). I love read-
ing the Bible with the knowledge that God speaks through His Word. Third, this approach gives me a re-
source for later use. The highlights allow me to do a quick topical review on a number of themes studied 
through the years. Fourth, it’s just nice to finish the year knowing I’ve reached the goal of strategically reading 
the Word. Imagine, for example, a Bible with every text about holiness—from Genesis to Revelation—
highlighted in green. I can already imagine how my heart will be challenged in this next year! 

What is your plan for reading the Word in the next year? What Bible reading strategies have worked 
for you? 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-reading-plan/
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Karletta Gray 
Shalonda Welford 
Alllysa Buerster 
Mallory Simmons 
Abriella Sum 
Harry Word 
Kendra Davis 
David Salliotte 
Lynn Kincaid 
Richard Daniels 
Candace Howard 
Elijah Trammel 

January  02 
January  04 
January  05 
January  08 
January  09 
January  10 
January  12 
January  13 
January  15 
January  16 
January  17 
January  18 
 

January  19 
January  21 
January  22 
January  23 
January  25 
January  26 
January  27 
January  27 
January  28 
January  30 
January  30 
January  30 

2021 

Brad Mazanek 
Karen Watson 
Mary Lois Hawkins 
Carrie Braden 
Shanda Word-Runkle 
Anne Coates 
Annette Hardcastle 
Donna Shoemaker 
Tonya Huffhine 
Isabel Aguilar 
Ronnie Donoho 
Avery Runkle 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

1 2 

3 
 
 

4 

Prayer Meeting 
6AM 

WMU 9:30AM 

5 

 

6 
6PM  Bible Study 
         Youth Group 
          CIA 
 

7 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 

American       
Hertiage Girls 
5:30-7:30PM 

12 
 
 

13 
 
6PM Bible Study  
         Youth Group 
         CIA 
7PM Deacon’s         
         Mtg.              

14 
 
 

15 

 

 

16 

 

17 
 
Business Mtg. 
6PM 

18 
 
 
 
 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

20 
 
6PM Bible Study  
        Youth Group 
         CIA 

21 

 
 

22 23 

24 

 

25 

 

 

26 27 
 
 
6PM Bible Study  
        Youth Group 
         CIA 

28 29 30 

31       

Because of the Lord’s great love, we are not consumed, for his compassions nev-
er fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, 
“The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.”

    Leadership Summit 



721 W Main Street 

Salem, IL 62881 

   Phone:    618-548-4060 

   Fax:         618-548-6039 

 

   Website:  Salemfbc.org 

Wednesday Evening 

(Currently Dismissed) 

(Only items in bold started back for now.) 

5:00 PM            Women’s Chronological Bible                               
 Study 

5:30—6:00 PM Media Center Open 

6:00—7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 

 Youth Group 

                          Praise Team Rehearsal, 

                             Nursery 

 CIA, Mission Friends (Fall-Spring) 

7:00 PM                Evening Prayer Meeting 

 

Currently 

Dismissed 

Sunday Morning  Worship 

 

9:15 AM. . . . . . . . .  First Worship Service 

10:45AM . . . . . . . . . . . Second Worship Service 

 

 Available on Facebook/WJBD 13:50AM or 92.1FM 

 

*During the 9:15 Worship Service children age 4 

yrs. through 2nd grade will meet for Sunday School 

in the fellowship hall.  Children 3rd—6th grade will 

meet in the CIA room.   

Our Vision 

The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family 

Of committed believers with an increasing 

•Passion for God •Passion for People •Passion to Serve 

CHURCH STAFF 

  

Dr. Andy DeWitt Pastor 

Rick Meador Financial Secretary 

Glenda Lipe                               Secretary  

Kevin Keele Maintenance and Security 

Judy Bundy Organist 

Joyce Scrivner Pianist 

Deanna Buerster Minister to Children 

 

Happy New Year from the staff!  

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 4:00 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

Friday 9:00—12:00 Noon 


