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Proverbs 23:24: "The father of 
a righteous child has great joy; 
a man who fathers a wise son 
rejoices in him."  



                                                                                               Pastor 

                                                                                  Dr. Andy DeWitt 
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Dear Church, 

 

 Life has been different over the past couple of months.  COVID-19 has impacted most everyone in varying 

degrees.  Schools closed, business shut up tight, churches locked make the days seem odd.  I was in the parking lot of 

Good Samaritan Hospital recently and saw something that I had never seen before—an empty hospital parking lot.  

Sometimes it seems that we are wandering in a partially deserted land.   

 

 As we reemerge into life without quarantine, what will it be like?  Generally speaking, consider what it may 

have been like for the Children of Israel as they emerged from the desert to enter Canaan.  The first challenge they 

faced was believing God.  They had every reason to trust God as they emerged out of the desert sands into the land 

“flowing with milk and honey.”  God had fed them.  He had given them water to drink, fire by night and a cloud by 

day to direct them.  He had given them His Law so that the Israelites could live like people set apart by God.  Never-

theless, there was fear—fear so strong and doubt so stout that the people refused to obey God. 

 

 We, too, have every reason to trust God.  He has blessed us above all people on this planet.  He has told us to 

love the Lord with all our being, He has promised that He will never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5), and that 

He will be with us always (Matthew 28:20).  So, we, too, must answer whether we trust God or not.  The ancient Isra-

elites didn’t and spent 40 years wandering around in the desert. 

 

 After the 40 years of wandering, the ancient Jews again came to the place on the border of the promise land.  

The decision was before them again—will they trust God or not.  This time they trusted.  But what was next?  Taking 

possession of the land was not going to be easy.  They would have to fight—fight the same people that 40 years earli-

er caused the Jews to cringe in fear. 

 

 In resuming in-person worship services, we, too, need to know that there will be battles.  First enemy that we 

face is the same that the Israelites faced—fear.  Is it safe to return?  Will it cause us to contract the coronavirus?  Is re-

turning to in-person services God’s will (Hebrews 10:25)?  The battle with fear is a fierce one.  Yes, we are frail crea-

tures.  Our earthly lives will end (if the Lord tarries).  This is a given and this is certain.  So, do we hide under the bed or 

in the closet?  Do we hop into bed and pull the cover up over our heads and attempt to hide from our own mortality?  

Or should we trust the Lord with our fears (Isaiah 41:10)? 

 

 Not only is there fear, there is the concern about what will others think of us.  Well, there will be criticism.  

There’s always criticism!  Our primary task to love God by obeying Him.  Pagans don’t and won’t understand this.  

How could they? “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; 

nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14).  Some will question the wisdom of 

returning to in-person services (even though they spend a couple of hours a week at Walmart).  We may be accused 

of selfishness or being reckless.  Even some Christians will speak ill of us.  We will be accused of disobeying the gover-

nor.  And the list goes on (Acts 4:19).   

 

 There will be other battles--no question.  But do we stay where we are or move forward?  The Children of Isra-

el had to decide.  Do we cross the Jordan River and engage the people there or continue to wander in the wilder-

ness?  Following the leadership of Joshua, the Levites carrying the Ark stepped into the river; the waters divided and 

the Israelites crossed over to the promise land on dry ground.  I believe it’s time to step into the water!  What about 

you? 

 

          Gratefully His and 

          Sincerely yours,    

          Andy 

 

 



                                                               Associate Pastor 

Jon Bell 
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There is no doubt that things have been different over the last few months but even at this time as we can share the gospel while 
living as the church. Even once we do come together again, which will hopefully be soon, don’t let that keep you from sharing 

the gospel during these times.  

                                                                 Ways to Share the Gospel at This Time 

 Phone                                                                                                                                                                                             
You can call someone just to check in, and see how they are. This could be someone that you haven’t spoken with in a long time. 
Over the past few weeks I have had the opportunity to speak with people that I haven’t spoken with in years and they were 
great conversations.                                                                                                                                                                        
You also send short texts of encouragement to those who you are in regular contact with. This could be a Bible verse, or just a 

note to let them know that you prayed for them. 

 Letter                                                                                                                                                                                           
Sending a letter is still a great way to communicate, and because it is so rare, most letters are happily received and read. Genny 

Ruth has even picked up a couple of pen pals during this time. 

 Facetime, Zoom, Skype, Google, What’s Ap, Marco Polo…                                                                                                                 
If you don’t know what all these are, don’t worry about it, use what you do know. But for those of you who use these technolo-

gies, use them to reach out to family and friends so that they can see your face as you communicate with them 

 Email                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Sometimes what you would like to say, cannot be said over the phone and you need to think it through before touching base 

with someone. If that is the case, email or of course a letter may be the best method to use.   

 Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, TicToc (probably not tictoc)…                                                                                                        
Social media post are always a great way for people to receive the gospel who may follow you, and remember to always repre-
sent that you are first a witness of Jesus Christ before you post. Don’t let anything you post cause distrust of the church or of your 

witness. Sharing the service, devotionals, Bible verses and words of encouragement are great. 

 In Person Keeping Physically Safe                                                                                                                                                     
Of course in person, is always ideal. Just use common sense and ask permission when approaching someone in person. While it 

may feel silly, practice safe physical distancing.   And of Couse whatever means you use, share the gospel! 

 

 Ways to Serve the Community at This Time 

 Hungry Hearts                                                                                                                                                                                
We will serve prepare and bring lunches to children who need them throughout the community the last full week of June, the 
22-26.                                                                                                                                                                                           
 Signs and notes for Community Servants                                                                                                                                     
 Consider making a thank you sign to put on your car window, house window of whatever community servant is on your 
heart…Also consider giving people who help you, even the folks at Wal-Mart or a drive-through window… a thank you card. A 
little love goes a long way.                                                                                                                                                             
Gifts for Graduates                                                                                                                                                                                
 If you know a college or high school graduate be sure and give them a gift.                                                                                
Say Hi through the Window Nursing Home or Care Facility                                                                                                                    
This may feel strange but if you know someone in a care facility and can get permission, give them a call, and then come to their 
window so that they can see you while you are talking to them.                                                                                                 
Making Masks                                                                                                                                                                               
Many of you have been making mask, and we need them. Please keep it up.                                                                            
Leave a Note Offering Help (Available at the church office)                                                                                                           
We have notes offering assistance  to someone who might need it at the church office. They give options to help with groceries 

or other items those who may not want to get out could use. Please take advantage of this.     

                                                                             And don’t stop PRAYING 
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Your Librarian 

Sharon Dennis  

Library News/Trustees  

 

  

                       Trustees’ Report for June 

  

 There are three items which the trustees have been involved with recently.  We have 

started the process again so the yearly elevator inspections can take place.  The state certificate 

must be received by the church by September 1 of each year in order for the elevators to con-

tinue being used.  It takes about four months for the entire inspection process to take place 

from the initial contact with the state inspectors until we receive the certificate.  

  The second item the trustees have addressed is the yearly inspection of the fire extin-

guishers.  Each year they are inspected and recharged as needed. 

 The third item is the purchase of a vacuum sweeper for sweeping the carpets.  One may 

not realize how many square yards of carpet the church has until one begins cleaning them. 

 If you have a concern that needs the attention of the trustees, please contact me at 1-618

-470-0571.  The trustees are concerned with the appearance of the church grounds and the 

cleanliness of the church building, and sometime in the future we will again use our facilities as 

we meet and worship together.  The work of the trustees continues even during these “strange 

days.”  Keep safe. 

 

Dallas Bundy 

Chairman of the Trustees 

 

One a day through May! 

God's Greatest Gift, written and 
illustrated by acclaimed artist, 
Deborah Burch, is a lively, rhyth-
mic and heartfelt story about a 
child discovering that he/she is a 
blessing from God. It demonstrates 
that every child living in our won-
derous world is a unique and mirac-
ulous creation. Parents will enjoy 
sharing this special message time 
and time again with their greatest 
gift.  

 

 

In this tribute to dads, a CBA best-selling author and his 
son alternate highly personal memories of parenting suc-
cesses and failures, striking a chord with readers that par-
ents often learn as much from their children as children 
do from them. Father Thom Rainer shares his experience 
with the reader that often his memories of his parenting 
past aren't as rose-colored as those of his son, Art. From 
Saturdays spent watching college sports to childhood 
McDonald's runs, thoughtful snapshots of the Rainer's 
father-son relationship will inspire readers never to stop 
growing or learning as a parents. The father-and-son 
turn-taking in the narrative captures the heart of father-
hood and the power of simple moments.  



                  You are invited to a                              

        Baby Shower! 

       Honoring and celebrating with Liz & Jordan 

on Joshua Andrew DeWitt’s arrival!  

  Sunday, July 18th at 2PM  SFBC Fellowship 

Hall 

      Text or call 618-322-5673 (Paula)                         

for regrets only. 

Baby DeWitt is registered at babylist.com and 

amazon.com 
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    Announcements/Poems 

  First, We would like to thank everyone for 

their generous offering during this time of 

pandemic.  The Annie Armstrong Offering total 

was $5935.00.   

   

We have received $1015.00 so far for the 

Mother’s Day Offering for Baptist Children’s 

Home. 
 

  We still have some ladies making masks.  We are just 

trying to be Jesus’ hands and feet during this time.  We 

just have to do what we can to minister to people. We are 

Women on Mission!  Trusting and serving our Precious 

Lord!  As the word speaks in Philippians 4:6-7 do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.  

 

Miracles from God 
 

By Carrie Braden 

 

I marvel that each tiny seed, 

When planted in the ground, 

Will grow into maturity, 

With beauty to astound. 

The greatest miracle of all 

The things that fill this earth, 

Is the first cry of baby, 

The miracle of birth. 

 

Each flower, each tree, each floating cloud 

Are proof, beyond a doubt, 

That power greater than ourselves 

Causes this to come about. 

The mountain high, the winds that blow. 

The food producing sod 

And that first cry of a baby 

Are all miracles from God. 

 

Clinging To You 

 

Clinging To You 

I Am Perfectly Held 

Life So Fragile 

Moments Fleeting 

 

We Know Not 

As We Cling 

Our Next Breath 

 

By Our Side  

Your Support, 

Balance Between 

Heaven and Earth 

 

It Is Well  

Clinging To You. 

Perfect Love, 

Golden Eternity 

 

By Bev Smith 

 

 

My family and I would like to thank Leota’s church family for their kind-

ness and spiritual support during this difficult time. Thank you to Broth-

er Andy for his special message and all his prayers. Also a very special 

thanks to Myron and Rhea Lloyd and Barbara Wells for their endless 

Christian friendship.   

Thank you so much for the Memorial Gift to the Baptist Children’s 

Home in her Memory.   I am sure she is smiling in Heaven knowing that 

your gift is helping the Children. 

Ross Rollinson and family 

To our church family:   
 
Thank you for your prayers for us during Dallas' re-
cent surgery.  A non-cancerous growth was removed 
from his remaining kidney as well as one-third of the 
kidney removed.  Continue to keep us in your pray-
ers. 
 
Dallas and Judy Bundy 
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DATE GREETER ON CALL SECURITY 

June 07 Larry Blankenship Greg Strother Ken Smith 

June 14 Myron Lloyd Jon Wieldt Ronnie Donoho 

June 21 Roy Rodgers Gary Watson Dale Helpingstine 

June 28 Ken Smith Larry Blankenship Greg Strother 

DATE SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR  BUTTERFLIES LADY BUGS 

June 07    

June 14    

June 21    

June 28    

DATE TEACHER   

June 07 Family Worship/ No Children Church  

June 14 Family Worship/ No Children Church  

June 21 Family Worship/ No Children Church  

June 28 Family Worship/ No Children Church  

DATE VOLUNTEER PIANIST 

June  07   

June 14   

June 21   

June 28   

Manor at Salem Woods—441 Hotze Rd, Salem:  
Faye Wood #103  
 
Twin Wllows—1600 N Broadway:   
Donna Shoemaker 
 
Odin Care Center 300 Green St.:    
Earline Kohrig 
 
Doctors Nursing Home 1201 Hawthorn Rd:  
Sadie Word Room 302 Bed #1  

KAEDAN’S HELPERS  

June 07  

June 14  

June 21  

June 28  

 NORTH ENTRY   EAST ENTRY   SOUTH ENTRY  WELCOME CENTER  HEAD GREETER  
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  As a church family we are now in our third month of not being able to meet in person. I don’t know about 
you, but it is beginning to wear on me. Yes, it’s been good that Andy and Jon and our worship team have continued 
to serve each Sunday and provide a worship service and message via Facebook Live and the radio, and we can listen 
to our Sunday School lessons taught by Ken Braddy on his weekly blog and on his You Tube channel, it is just not 
the same as meeting together. There is something about seeing each other on Sunday mornings, getting and giving a 
warm welcome, shaking hands and giving hugs that we are all missing. 

 My hope is that we do not get too used to staying at home on Sunday mornings and watching church on Fa-
cebook Live while we drink coffee and lounge in our PJ’s! (Or am I the only one who does that?). Honestly, I think 
we will all be more than ready to come together again and worship when the powers that be allow it. In the mean-
time, remember these words from Hebrews 10:23-25, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 
who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let 
us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching.” 

 As you probably have heard, we will begin having “Drive-In” church on our east parking lot on May 24th. 
We had a very good turnout on Easter Sunday and I hope as many of you as are able can join us each Sunday until 
we are able to resume indoor services again. The deacons will be assisting in the parking lot to get everyone parked 
facing the building in an orderly fashion.  I would like to end with a verse from our most recent Sunday School les-
son,  reminding each of us to serve one another. Galatians 6:10 says, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”  

Blessing to all, 

Dale Helpingstine 

 Dale Helpingstine, Deacon Chairman 

You are invited to the 

celebration of 50th     

Anniversary of           

Larry & Laura Rhodes! 

August 9, 2020 

2PM-5PM 

At First Baptist Church 

201 S. Moreland Rd.,  

Bethalto, IL 62010 

RSVP to 618-972-5683 

 

 

No gifts please, cards 

are welcome.                    

Your attendance  is the 

best gift. 
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Disaster Relief  ministry touches lives not only during/following natural disasters but also at other times.  

Since November 2019 KBA Disaster Relief  has cut down trees that were threatening 4 homes of  

homeowners. We refer to this type of activity as a Blue Sky event because it is not the result of a Gray  

“Dark” Sky causing damage that must be cleaned up. Similarly, with the COVID-19 pandemic the sky has  

not literally been gray “dark” but has caused disruption to the “normal” daily expression of our lives  

even in Illinois and Marion County.  Illinois Disaster Relief has acquired some bleach to be distributed to  

our IBSA churches to assist in housekeeping sanitation as we begin to reassemble inside our church  

buildings for worship activities. Please pray for KBA Disaster Relief and ask DR volunteers in our church  

how you can begin to participate with us serving the Lord as we serve others. 

 

Emil Nattier 

 



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 
 
 

1 2 3 
 

4 5 

 

6 

7 
  
 
 
 
 

8 

 

9 10 
 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 

 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 

 

 

 

 

20 

First Day of 
Summer 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
Hungry Hearts  

June 22-June 26 

23 

 

 

 

24 
 
 
 

25 

 
 

26 27 

28 29 30     
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Shade Woodward 
Daniel Meador 
Michael Brooks 
Seth Sands 
Emily Smith-Harris 
Abby Holmes 
Beryl Jett 
Alec Holmes 
Ruby Chapman 
Logan Ortiz 
Anthony Purcell 

Kristen McMahill 
Ryan Wilkerson 
Lacey Bell 
Kaiden Ortiz 
Amy Helpinstine-
Probin 
Bill Dennis 
Faye Wood 
Isaak Hays 
Matthew Carrigan 
Nathalee Shults 
 

June  01 
June  03 
June  06 
June  06 
June  10 
 
June  12 
June  12 
June  13 
June  14 
June  17 

June  17 
June  18 
June  19 
June  20 
June  20 
June  21 
June  21 
June  24 
June  25 
June  25 
June  29 

2020 



721 W Main Street 

Salem, IL 62881 

   Phone:    618-548-4060 

   Fax:         618-548-6039 

 

   Website:  Salemfbc.org 

Our Vision 

The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family 

Of committed believers with an increasing 

•Passion for God •Passion for People •Passion to Serve 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 4:00 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

Friday 9:00—12:00 Noon 

Closed Friday after noon 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Dr. Andy DeWitt Pastor 

Jon Bell Associate Pastor 

Rick Meador Financial Secretary 

Glenda Lipe                               Secretary  

Kevin Keele Maintenance and Security 

Judy Bundy Organist 

Joyce Scrivner Pianist 

Deanna Buerster Minister to Children 

 

Wednesday Evening 

(Currently Dismissed) 

 

5:00 PM               Women’s Chronological Bible                               
 Study 

5:30—6:00 PM Media Center Open 

6:00—7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 

 Praise Team Rehearsal, 

                             Nursery 

 CIA, Mission Friends (Fall-Spring) 

7:00 PM               Evening Prayer Meeting 

  

Currently 

Dismissed 

Sunday Morning  Worship 

 

9:15 AM. . . . . . . . .  First Worship Service 

10:45AM . . . . . . . . . . . Second Worship Service 

 

 Available on Facebook/WJBD 13:50AM or 92.1FM 

 

A signup list on a first-come-first served basis will be 

online on the church’s web site, Facebook, and in 

the church office. 


