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Proverbs 23:24: "The father of 
a righteous child has great joy; 
a man who fathers a wise son 
rejoices in him."  



                                                                                               Pastor 

                                                                      Dr. Andy DeWitt 
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Dear Church Family, 

 November is upon us!  With the arrival of November, we begin thinking about the holi-
days and family get-togethers.  This year it may be different for many families.  COVID-19 has 
altered our lives in a host of ways.  It may be that your family gatherings may not include every-
one because of health protocols that should be followed.  I wish that the coronavirus was only an 
unpleasant memory; however, it seems that it will continue to be with us even through Thanks-
giving and, perhaps, Christmas.   

 With Thanksgiving in mind, I wish to focus on something that has been a “burr under my 
saddle” for some time.  On that first Thanksgiving, the Pilgrims were indeed thankful for the 
help of the Indians (Native Americans is the PC term) in aiding the Pilgrims’ survival in the new 
world.  This is often all that is referred to.  But if you understand history, you realize that the pri-
mary expression of thanksgiving was to God.   

 Some years ago, a professor helped me, along with the class, to see thanksgiving in a new 
light.  The setting of this new insight in 1 Corinthians 11:24. Paul is instructing the Corinthians 
on the importance of the Lord’s Supper and the method and attitude that should be present when 
a congregation celebrates communion.  Paul writes:   
24  and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do 
this in remembrance of me" (1 Corinthians 11:24, NIV).  Remember that Jesus was only a few 
hours away from being arrested, tried, scourged, and crucified.  He, during the Passover Meal, 
gives “thanks.”  Let that sink in.  To whom does He give thanks?  Yes, to the Father for the bread 
that He distributed to His disciples.  Jesus exemplified what true thanksgiving looks like.  We, 
too, should be a people with an “attitude of gratitude.” 

 There is one more item I wish to write about.  I want to propose a slogan or theme for 
2021.  I feel that the Lord impressed is on me during a recent drive.  It’s “I’m apart of something 
great.”  The passage that I base this on is 2 Corinthians 5:18-20.  

 
 18  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the min-
 istry of reconciliation: 19  that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
 counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of recon-
 ciliation. 20  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his ap-
 peal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
 

 As you can see, God has called us (that means all of us) to a fantastic ministry.  We repre-
sent our King as an ambassador in a foreign land (a world that’s estranged from Him).  Partici-
pating in this is being apart of something great.  As a matter of fact, there can be nothing greater 
for us to be involved in.  Periodically, pray that we will participate with the Lord in this great 
ministry until He comes. 

             In His Grace, 

             Andy 
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Prayer and Spiritual              

Warfare Conference                                           

November 13-15                                                                   

(re-scheduled for the Spring)  

 

CHARLES EDWARD LAWLESS, JR. 

Professor of Evangelism and Missions 
Dean of Doctoral Studies 
Vice President for Spiritual Formation and Ministry Centers 
Richard & Gina Headrick Chair of World Missions 

EDUCATION 

B.S., Cumberland College 

M.Div., Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Ph.D., Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

BIO 

In addition to his duties at Southeastern, Dr. Lawless also 
serves as Team Leader for Theological Education Strategists 
for the International Mission Board. He previously served 
as a Vice-President for Global Theological Advance for the 
IMB. Prior to that, he was dean of the Billy Graham School of Missions and Evange-
lism at Southern Seminary in Louisville, KY, where he also served as Vice President 
for Academic Programming and the Director of Professional Doctoral Studies.  
 
Dr. Lawless served as pastor of two Ohio churches prior to joining the Southern Sem-
inary faculty in 1996. He and his wife Pam reside in Wake Forest, NC.  



P a g e  4  

Your Librarian 

Sharon Dennis  

Library News/Trustees  

 

  
Trustees’ Report for the November Newsletter 

 

 During the month of September and October, work has been done on the wooden play-

ground structure.  The rotten wood has been removed and replaced with treated lumber. New 

railings, some new floor braces, and a new second level floor on the east side have been in-

stalled.  All the structure has been painted except for the added floor, which has not cured 

enough to be painted.  I want to thank Gary Watson for helping install the braces and floor, 

and Gary Watson and Ronnie Donoho for painting the playground equipment.  

  

 In October, one of the responsibilities of the trustees is to present budget proposals for 

eight budget line items for the 2021 church budget and present them to the Budget Develop-

ment Committee.  These line items are found in the church budget under Our Support Minis-

tries and Our Building and Grounds Ministries.  These line items deal with the following areas:  

transportation, kitchen supplies, maintenance, lawn and landscaping work, church insurance, 

utilities, security, new equipment, and custodial supplies and laundry. During the year, the trus-

tees are responsible for supervising the expenditures in these areas in accordance with the 

Church Constitution and Bylaws.   

 

Dallas Bundy 

Chairman of the Trustees    

 

Tooruk's Brother Had Been Deaf Since Birth And Had Never 

Learned To Talk. The Village Eskimos Thought He Was Crazy. 

But Tooruk Knew His Brother Was Clever And Brave, Too, And 

Both Boys Proved Their Courage To The Villagers.  

You’ve been wronged. 

Have lies have been told about you? Have you been rejected? Maybe 
you’ve been the victim of abuse. Perhaps it’s a broken promise. Or 
someone betrayed your confidence. 

It’s only natural that you would be angry. These wounds cry out for 
justice! But what if justice isn’t possible this side of heaven? What if 
the damage can’t be undone? What then? 

You have a decision to make. 

You can hold on to your anger until your anguish builds a prison of 
bitterness, where you will live a diminished and pain-filled life. Or you 
can choose to forgive. 

Erwin Lutzer discusses dealing with difficult people such as “spear 
throwers” and “destroyers,” as well as handling conflict among family 
members and Christians in the courtroom. In this concise, quickly 

readable volume, you’ll learn how to move from bitterness to blessing by choosing forgiveness. 

By choosing forgiveness you are choosing abundant life. It’s a decision you can make today! 



 

My Savior Walks Beside Me 

By Carrie Braden 

 

My Savior walks beside me 

Where troubled paths I tread; 

He whispers words of comfort 

And fills my every need. 

 

He went this way before me,  

Up Calv’ry’s hill to climb 

To bring me His salvation 

And joyous peace subline. 

 

Every day He walks beside me, 

I lean upon His breast; 

I know the way He leadeth 

Will always be God’s best. 
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  Our ladies met on October 5th for a time of fellow-
ship and assembling Operation Christmas Child box-
es.  These boxes were available to our church family 
on Sunday, October 18th and are due back on Sun-
day, November 15th.  Again this year, we will be fill-
ing boxes for those individuals unable to go shopping 
contact Sharon Dennis, Paula Strother or myself for 
assistance. 
 
There is still time for those Pregnancy Care Center 
baby bottles to be picked and filled with cash or 
checks.  If possible, they need to be returned by the 
end of October. 
 
Our next monthly meeting will be on    
Monday, November 2nd at 9:30AM 
 
Blessings, 
Karen Watson   

 

“All Is  Well” 

 

Searching for peace, for quiet 

As our Earth revolves 

Day and night 

Cares and concerns fill our mind  

 

We need not worry 

WE are covered 

God to the Savior, 

Seek His cross 

Praise His resurrection 

 

He is so close, all is well 

 

So many blessings  

So much love 

Even through adversity 

God is good 

 

Whoever we are  

Wherever we are  

God loves us 

We are His 

 

His created beauty  

surrounding us 

The promise of eternity 

He is so close, All is well 

 

God Is In Control! 

Bev Smith 

    Announcements/Poem 
Thank you so much for the donation made to the Baptist 

Children’s Home in memory of my mother,  Alberta Meyer.  

And a special thank you for all the prayers, cards, and acts 

of kindness during difficult time. 

I feel so blessed to have you as my Christian friends. 

God Bless,  Janet Smith and Family 



P a g e  6  



DATE GREETER ON CALL SECURITY 

Nov. 01 Ronnie Donoho Myron Lloyd                                 Ken Smith 

Nov. 08 Roy Rodgers Gary Watson Gerald Purcell 

Nov.15 Larry Blankenship Dale Helpingstine Ronnie Donoho 

Nov. 22 Greg Strother Jon Wieldt                                 Gary Watson 

Nov. 29 Gerald Purcell Roy Rodgers Greg Strother 
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 October is quickly passing by and soon we’ll be in the midst of the 2020 holiday season. Tradition-
ally, it’s the time of year we start making plans for Thanksgiving Day gatherings with our families and 
friends. Who will be hosting this year? Who will be able to come home this year? What will the menu be 
and who will bring what? Will COVID-19 change all that this year? 

 I know for our family, we will probably not have the whole family together for Thanksgiving Day 
for the first time in many years. Some family members are afraid to be at such a large gathering where it’s 
impossible to “socially distance” (I’m really starting to hate that phrase) from one another. Others, who live 
in other states, may be reluctant to travel to a “Hot Spot” state like Illinois because their state may mandate 
that they self-quarantine themselves when they go home, or their kids may not be able to return to school 
for two weeks after they return. So it’s looking like Thanksgiving Day 2020 may be unlike any we’ve ever 
had before. 

 But whether we have a large family get-together or a small one, we all have to remember we still 
have much to be thankful for. God still continues to bless us in so many ways. Our church family has found 
new ways to meet and study God’s word, and despite the minor inconveniences, like masks and taking 
temperatures, to my knowledge no one has contracted COVID-19 from coming to church. Has God taken 
notice of our faithfulness by protecting the faithful? I’d like to think so. And for that I am thankful. 

 So no matter what circumstance you find yourself in this Thanksgiving season, make sure that you 
stop and think about all you have to be thankful for and thank God for His many blessings. He will bring us 
through this pandemic in His time and in His ways. 

 

Wishing everyone a blessed Thanksgiving Day. 

Dale Helpingstine,  Deacon Chairman 

  

 Dale Helpingstine, Deacon Chairman 
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The Amazing 
Journey of a 
Shoebox Gift 
Begins with 

You and      
Results in 

Evangelism, 
Discipleship, 

and            
Multiplication.   

Shoeboxes are due back November 15th! 

Thank you for blessing the children! 
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Colton Chancellor 
Greg Strother 
Steven Smith 
Don Wayman 
Hadley Smith 
Reha Lloyd 
Aubree Hoagland 
Susan Wieldt 
Kenny Robinson 
Jerry Summers 
Sally Wilson 
John Scrivner 

November  03 
November  03 
November  07 
November  07 
November  09 
November  10 
November  11  
November  11 
November  13 
November  13 
November  13 
November  14 

November  17 
November  18 
November  22 
November  22 
November  23 
November  23 
November  23 
November  24 
November  25 
November  27 
November  27  
November  27 

2020 

Jane Gaston 
Abi McProud 
Richard Freeman 
Andy Hays 
Barbara Helpingstine 
Cavan Rose 
Patsie Schleuter 
Adelyn Rose 
Kerroll Hays 
Armando Aguilar 
Brenda Austin 
Connie Seymour 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 
 
 

2 

WMU 9:30AM 

 

Prayer Meeting      
6:30PM 

3 4 
 
6PM  Bible Study 
         Youth Group 
          

5 
 
 

6 7 

8 
 

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

11 
6PM  Bible Study 
         Youth Group 
7PM  Deacon’s         
          Mtg.              

12 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

15 
 
O.C.C. Shoeboxes  
Returned. 
 

16 
 
 

 

17 
 
 

18 
 
6PM Bible Study  
        Youth Group 
 

19 
 
 

20 

 

Lifeline 
Screening         

 

21 

 

22 
 
Lord’s Supper 

23 
 
 
 
 

American       
Hertiage Girls 
5:30-7:30PM 

24 

 

 

 

 

25 
 
 
6PM Bible Study  
        Youth Group 
 

26 

 
 

27 28 

29 

 

30 

 

 

  
 

   



721 W Main Street 

Salem, IL 62881 

   Phone:    618-548-4060 

   Fax:         618-548-6039 

 

   Website:  Salemfbc.org 

Wednesday Evening 

(Currently Dismissed) 

(Only items in bold started back for now.) 

5:00 PM               Women’s Chronological Bible                               
 Study 

5:30—6:00 PM Media Center Open 

6:00—7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 

 Youth Group 

                             Praise Team Rehearsal, 

                             Nursery 

 CIA, Mission Friends (Fall-Spring) 

7:00 PM            Evening Prayer Meeting 

 

Currently 

Dismissed 

Sunday Morning  Worship 

 

9:15 AM. . . . . . . . .  First Worship Service 

10:45AM . . . . . . . . . . . Second Worship Service 

 

 Available on Facebook/WJBD 13:50AM or 92.1FM 

 

*During the 9:15 Worship Service children age 4 

yrs. through 2nd grade will meet for Sunday School 

in the fellowship hall.  Children 3rd—6th grade will 

meet in the CIA room.   

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 4:00 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

Friday 9:00—12:00 Noon 

Closed Friday afternoon 

Our Vision 

The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family 

Of committed believers with an increasing 

•Passion for God •Passion for People •Passion to Serve 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Dr. Andy DeWitt Pastor 

 Associate Pastor 

Rick Meador Financial Secretary 

Glenda Lipe                               Secretary  

Kevin Keele Maintenance and Security 

Judy Bundy Organist 

Joyce Scrivner Pianist 

Deanna Buerster Minister to Children 

Happy Thanksgiving from the staff!  


