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Proverbs 23:24: "The father of 
a righteous child has great joy; 
a man who fathers a wise son 
rejoices in him."  



                                                                                               Pastor 

                                                                      Dr. Andy DeWitt 
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Dear Church Family, 

 This morning I saw something that I didn’t expect—snowflakes?  This is another reminder 

that the Fall is passing quickly and winter is only days away.  With the beginning of winter is, of 

course, Christmas.  Christmas will be different this year for many people, organizations and 

churches.  COVID-19 will make sure of this. 

 In this article, I wish to ponder Christmas.  Not the trappings nor the commercialism/ ma-

terialism associated with the holiday.  I wish to consider Christmas from, what may be, an unu-

sual prospective.   Matthew records the Christmas story from the point of view of Joseph.  It’s 

Joseph’s genealogy that Matthew records; it’s Joseph that is reassured by the angel that it’s was 

ok to believe Mary.  It’s Joseph that has the inspired dreams and Joseph that flees to Egypt to 

save the lives of Mary and the infant Jesus.   

 Luke, on the other hand, tells the story of Jesus’ birth from Mary’s point of view. Gabriel 

comes to Mary and announces that she is the favored one who would give birth to the long-

awaited Messiah.  It’s Mary that sings the magnificent song (The Magnificat) about God remem-

bering the poor.  Mark, surprising to most, writes nothing about the birth of Jesus.   

 And then there is John.  John’s Gospel thunders from eternity past with the most stun-

ning declaration of Scripture.  Could it be that the baby that both Matthew and Luke begin 

their gospels talking about is far more—more than limited human imagination would ever 

grasp?  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  

Let these words sink in.  Immediately, Genesis come racing to mind.  Genesis, in the Hebrew Bi-

ble, it titled “The Beginning.” 

 John was writing his gospel, so it seems, from the ancient city of Ephesus in Asia Minor.  

Ephesus had a hometown hero-the philosopher Heraclitus.  His claim to fame was his view that 

“Word” was the organizing principle of the world, he viewed “Word” as even the universal law.  

So, the culture in Ephesus would think that John 1:1 was the principle in the world that held 

everything together.  Even though John was aware of this Greek thought about “Word,” he 

had something else in mind.  He was thinking of the Hebrew word “dabar” which means, of 

course, “Word.”  God’s word in the Old Testament is expressed as “God in action.”  “God said. . . 

and it was so.”  Psalm 36:6 reminds us “the heavens were made by the word of the LORD.”   

 John’s Christmas story begins in the beginning.  Jesus (it is clear that John is writing 

about Him) was before the beginning.  This is a huge claim.  Jesus is “the principle that holds 

everything together.”  Jesus is “the eternal Word of God, He is God is action.”   

 Granted, John’s story before the Christmas story will unlikely make it on a Christmas card 

and it’s challenging to place on a nativity scene.  But this is the One that we worship; this is the 

One in whom we trust.  This is the One that it’s all about.  Truly, it is His-story (history). 

        Merry Christmas, 

      Andy 
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Your Librarian 

Sharon Dennis  

Library News/Trustees  

 

  
Trustees’ Report  

 

 There have been two items which the trustees have addressed.  First, the garbage dispos-

al in the kitchen sink had to be replaced.  I appreciate Kevin Keele doing the work to replace it.  

Secondly, Security Alarm has installed additional cameras to cover the blind spots in our build-

ing.  A larger monitor in the office has been installed to make the pictures from the cameras 

larger on the screen. 

 

 I want to thank Vernon Wiedle and Gary Watson for serving on the trustees the past few 

years.  Their terms expire as of December 31, 2020.  When the new trustees are elected, the 

trustees will organize for 2020. 

 

Dallas Bundy  

Chairman of the Trustees    

Ten-year-old Lottie Moon had seen too much bitterness and 
gossip among churchgoers to want anything to do with reli-
gion or God. In fact, if there was a single way to waste a life, 
Lottie told herself, being a missionary was it. In a twist that 
only God could orchestrate, this spirited young girl who 

grew up to become the most educated woman in the Ameri-
can South would ultimately find her calling as a missionary to 
China. As Lottie watched her fellow missionaries fall to dis-
ease, exhaustion, mental breakdowns, and death, she be-
came just as dedicated to educating Christians about the of-
ten preventable tragedies of missionary life as she was to ed-
ucating Chinese people about the Christian life. The sacrificial 
service of the unforgettable Lottie Moon has inspired and 
enabled countless others to give their all for the dream of 
seeing the whole world reached with the gospel. (1840-
1912) This best-selling, missionary biography series - Christian 

Heroes: Then & Now - chronicles the exciting, challenging, 
and deeply touching true stories of ordinary men and women whose trust in God accom-

plished extraordinary exploits for His kingdom and glory. Ages: 10+  

 

This provocative book starts with an unlikely 

interview in which America's foremost skeptic 

builds a seemingly persuasive case against the 

miraculous. But then Strobel travels the coun-

try to quiz scholars to see whether they can 

offer solid answers to atheist objections. Along 

the way, he encounters astounding accounts 

of healings and other phenomena that simply 

cannot be explained away by naturalistic caus-

es. The book features the results of exclusive 

new scientific polling that shows miracle ac-

counts are much more common than people 

think.  
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    Announcements/Poem 

I feel so blessed!  I have so many friends 

who took time out of their busy schedule 

to send me a card or a Facebook message 

to wish me a Happy Birthday.  Thank you 

so much for all the birthday wishes! 

 In Christ’s Love, 

 Barbara Phillips  

 

In His Footsteps 

By Carrie Braden 

 

When someone does a kindness 

It always seems to me 

That’s the way God up in heaven 

Would like us all to be. . . 

For when we bring some pleasure 

To another human heart, 

We have followed in His footsteps 

And we’ve had a little part 

In serving Him who loves us 

For I am very sure it’s true 

That in serving those around us  

We serve and please Him, too. 

“Your Way” 

 

My Lord, my God 

My only hope 

I come to You in faith 

I trust Your ways 

They’ve led me here~ 

To the foot of the cross 

Where redemption starts and ends 

Let’s do it your way! 

My love and need of You 

Are constant 

I think of You 

Both night and day 

We go our way 

We do our thing  

Then in remorse, 

In repentance, we come to You 

Your ways are strong 

And I am weak  

You lift me up 

To start anew 

You hold my hand  

You guide my steps 

You never change 

Nor leave  my side 

Let’s do it your way! 

Speaking to me 

In love tones 

Your beautiful calming ways 

Fill me with  

Hope and certainty 

We will follow and trust You 

Throughout this dilemma 

We will stand strong 

As we pray and learn 

Let’s do it your way! 

 

The world around me spinning in all directions, but You are in  

control and I have high connections.  Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

you are in my prayers.  

 Bev Smith 

Merry  Christmas! 
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Women on Mission  
 
Even during a pandemic we have been able to continue on with ministry.  It may     
be a lot harder but, with God all things are possible!  We have given 226 boxes to 
Operation Christmas Child.  To God be the Glory!  We would like to thank each of 
you that helped in anyway.  Just pray for all the children and families that will re-
ceive each box that as they hear the gospel (maybe for the very first time) that 
they will understand and receive Jesus as Lord and Savior!   

We would like to invite all the ladies of our church to our next meeting on Monday, 
December 7th at 9:30.  Come and enjoy ministry and fellowship! 
 
Blessings, 
Karen Watson 

 

SALEM FBC ON MISSION! 

Despite the virus, Salem FBC continues to serve the Lord by serving His people.  Salem FBC provid-
ed 226 shoeboxes for children around the world so they may know Jesus and understand salvation.  
Steve Smith has been working with Operation Christmas Child for 4 years and he reported that in 
his 11 county region he oversees, 12,889 boxes were collected.  Last year, combined with FBC box-
es, we were part of 10.9 million boxes collected throughout the U.S..  Thank you to all who donated 
in boxes or money. 

Another ministry Steve has continued with is his ministry care package mailing.  He sends every 
other month to Afghanistan to the Pat Tillman USO.  A variety of snacks and toiletries are sent with 
the largest amount send just prior to Christmas.  Each Christmas he mails out 500 gift boxes that 
the service men and women can get as they pass through the Tillman USO in Afghanistan.  Among 
the snacks he also includes a Gideon Bible, a salvation tract, and an MP3 Bible Stick so they can lis-
ten to the bible read complete with a battery and ear buds to listen.  If anyone is interested in con-
tributing to this year long ministry you can contact Steve. 



DATE GREETER ON CALL SECURITY 

Dec. 06 Larry Blankenship Greg Strother Dale Helpingstine 

Dec. 13 Myron Lloyd                                 Jon Wieldt                                 Ronnie Donoho 

Dec.20 Roy Rodgers Gary Watson Ken Smith 

Dec. 27 Ken Smith Larry Blankenship Greg Strother 
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Hopefully by the time you read this you will have had whatever kind of Thanksgiving Day 
gathering and dinner with your family that was possible. The Covid-19 Pandemic has 
changed everything for all of us this year, and no matter how we are choosing to live with it, 
the truth is it is not going away anytime soon. If anything it is ramping up. 

As I write this, we have at least 10 church members who have tested positive, one of them a 
deacon. And two of our folks are hospitalized and we have lost one of our dear ladies, Jan 
Womack. So with numbers like these, and likely to keep rising in the near future until a vac-
cine can be distributed, we need to be more cautious than ever before. That means we may 
have to be flexible with our planned events, services and gatherings in order to keep our 
church family safe. 

The annual Deacon’s “Widows and Widowers” Christmas Dinner that had been scheduled 
for December 10th has now been cancelled. We decided it was best not to proceed with this 
event this year. Hopefully we can reschedule for a later date. 

Please stay in contact with those folks in your circle and be willing to help when needs 
arise. Communication is critical in time like these. Pray for God’s healing of our communi-
ty and our nation from this pandemic. 

I wish everyone a blessed and Merry Christmas! 

God’s Blessings to you, 

Dale Helpingstine, Deacon Chairman 

 Dale Helpingstine, Deacon Chairman 
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Ashlynn Henry 
Dale Helpingstine 
Destiny Albert 
Donna Keele 
Michael Pugh 
Shelby Peradotti 
Carol Daniels 
Jack Page 
Myra Donoho 
Paula Strother 
Brandi Zbindene 
Janet Wayman 
Larry Woodward 

December  02 
December  03 
December  04 
December  04 
December  05 
December  08 
December  09 
December  09 
December  11 
December  14 
December  14 
December  15 
December  15 

December  19 
December  21 
December  24 
December  25 
December  26 
December  27 
December  28 
December  28 
December  28 
December  29 
December  30 
December  31 

2020 

Gayla Wilkerson 
Ross Rollinson 
Jeanie McGraw 
Ute Smith 
Remington Chancellor 
Deanna Buerster 
Jarrett Harris 
Emil Nattier 
William Wright 
Kay Rodgers 
Geff Purcell 
Patsie Shipley 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 
 

 

 

1 2 
 
6PM  Bible Study 
         Youth Group 
          CIA 

3 
 
 

4 5 

6 
 
Business Meeting 
6PM 

7 

Decorating the 
Church 9AM 

WMU 9:30AM 

8 

 

9 
6PM  Bible Study 
         Youth Group 
          CIA 
7PM  Deacon’s         
          Mtg.              

10 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

13 
 
Voting on 2021 
Budget right after 
Morning Worship 

14 
 
 

American       
Hertiage Girls 
5:30-7:30PM 

15 
 
 

16 
 
6PM Bible Study  
        Youth Group 
         CIA 

17 
 
 

18 

 

 

19 

 

20 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 
 
 
6PM Bible Study  
        Youth Group 
        CIA 

24 

 
 

25 26 

27 

 

28 

 

 

29 30 
 
 
 
6PM Bible Study  
        Youth Group 
        CIA 

31   
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   Phone:    618-548-4060 

   Fax:         618-548-6039 

 

   Website:  Salemfbc.org 

Wednesday Evening 

(Currently Dismissed) 

(Only items in bold started back for now.) 

5:00 PM            Women’s Chronological Bible                               
 Study 

5:30—6:00 PM Media Center Open 

6:00—7:00 PM Adult Bible Study 

 Youth Group 

                          Praise Team Rehearsal, 

                             Nursery 

 CIA, Mission Friends (Fall-Spring) 

7:00 PM                Evening Prayer Meeting 

 

Currently 

Dismissed 

Sunday Morning  Worship 

 

9:15 AM. . . . . . . . .  First Worship Service 

10:45AM . . . . . . . . . . . Second Worship Service 

 

 Available on Facebook/WJBD 13:50AM or 92.1FM 

 

*During the 9:15 Worship Service children age 4 

yrs. through 2nd grade will meet for Sunday School 

in the fellowship hall.  Children 3rd—6th grade will 

meet in the CIA room.   

Our Vision 

The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family 

Of committed believers with an increasing 

•Passion for God •Passion for People •Passion to Serve 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

  

Dr. Andy DeWitt Pastor 

Rick Meador Financial Secretary 

Glenda Lipe                               Secretary  

Kevin Keele Maintenance and Security 

Judy Bundy Organist 

Joyce Scrivner Pianist 

Deanna Buerster Minister to Children 

Merry Christmas from the staff!  

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 4:00 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

Friday 9:00—12:00 Noon 

Closed Friday afternoon 


